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MADAM 
Ye. 
Moft Worthy 'Abbeſs of 


Loves Paradice., 


MADAM, 
A* it would be a_ difficult matter for 


me not to comply with all your de- 

fires, I did not at all pauſe upon theRe= 

queſts I received from your Ladyſhip, 
for the- reducing as ſoon as poſſevle into wri- 
ting, i yy Ms IN.'s wherein your 
Sortety had ſo preat 'a ſhare. I engapt 
felf - foleienly in this Gallant F.2Þy4 
for: to decline now the going through with 
it, or to excuſe my proſecuting this Work, 
won the difficulty there is to give to the 
Voice and Aftion that Uivatity they were 
animated with, 1 know not if 1 ſhall 
have fully performed my Dnty, and ſatis- 

A 2 


fied 


je. 
PE 


Fed your expeft ations, the exerciſe of two 
or © three mornings will diſcover to you the | 
Reſemblance or Imperfettion of this Draught; 
"and will let you know, that if I have not a 
| « oyeat"'Heal of. Eloquenct, 1 have at leaſt 

. mnemory enguyb, Lichfull 't0 relate the 
grad part of thing”-pa. "T have fo 

| propoſed to my ſelf your ſatisfattion in 
this Undertaking, that I have\ indifferent- 
ly paſſed ' over all the reaſons which ſeem 
to difſmade me /fromat 1, tf fear ouly of 

:t*s falling into any other hands tl.an yours, 

has made\ me. ſomewhat "delay" [ending it |} 

to you, and 1 my ſelf would have been 
tbe bearer, if my" preſent affairs would 
have allowed me? that ſatisfation, rather 
than. truſt to the hazard of a Poſt, or of 
« Meſſenger . a Packet of this conſequence. 
For n_'good- earneſt,” if the ſecret conferen= |} 
ces ſhowd. happen to be made publick, it 
- *'would ,, Occaſion no ſmall ſcandal both to ' 
one, and your Lady-ſhip; _ and if Attions |* 
hich. are. not blamed, but becauſe they are | © 
nat kitown, ſhould: happen to: become 4a new | © 
"liubje of Critici[me, ,and furniſh arms to | 
all thoſe "who" are willing to attack_us ;, | 
what a poitire . would our poor Nun be in. 
.and with what Countenance can ſhe ' aps F © 
pear ,. if ſhe had the ynisfortune (of being | 
expoſed in ber $ nock, to the. fight of qa x | 
h "TM os 


gs eb : \ FR ATY wa - . 
the curious ?' How much Scandal, Shane 


and Diſorder would this Occaſion ! All theſe 


conſiderations are ſtrong, . but you will be. O=' © 
beyed,& you have termed ſure & ſolid reaſons 


by the name of light aud, timerousReflett ions. 
Let what will happen, T1 waſh my hands of 


all conſe quences; & to lay wan this ſerions bu- 
Lat 


mour,” 1 oy tell your ſhip, that Siſ- 
ter Agnes has nothing to fear, thogh her- 
ill Deſtiny ſhould concern it ſelf in the mas 
nagement of | . this (buſineſs z fot the 
Dranght I have made of hey in my Wri- _ 
rings, has repreſented her in a very exatF | 
obſervation of all her Vows ; for inated, to - 
begin with Poverty ;, can one be in a oreate 
ter diſengagement from the bleſſing of this 
World, than to ſtrip and deprive our ſelves 
of _them, even to ones very Shift * Can 
mem om words or "Ort " attions frew the 


' Beauty of Nature with more Luſtre, than 
. by propoſing to ones ſelf for Rule, Nature 


altogether pure ?-in ſhort, if one had a mind 
ro* make trial of c her Obedience without 
exception, ſhe would be found tohave as much 
Docility as any ore of your Nowvices. 
_ T hus you ſee Dadam, you have a lons 
Letter to a ſmall Work, and a great aoor 
ro a little Houſe, Fit no matter : I choſe 
rather to fin againſt the Rules, than to 
curb and conſtrain my ſelf in my writing 
3 to 


to your , Ladyſhip. Impart to your and 
my oof Pur A Friend, what you think. 
fittins they ſhmld know of this matter, and 
' believe me to be without reſerve, 
MADAM, 
Your Ladyſhips moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Aﬀettionate Servant; | 


The Abbot du Prar, | 


= 009% Or" 


great bure indeed;,- to have found 


Penus 'in the ClorSter, 
OR THE 


Nun. in Her nt 
FI "Firſt "Dialogue. 


Angelica, pray come not 
in' my Room, 1 am-not viſi- 
ble” ar prefeati”"ratiſt- you needs 
ſurprize People thus in this condi- 
ting? Ithovght' I had made tho 
Door faſt. 

Angelica, Well, well, hiſt; hiſt; 
why. are you this - 'Mlarain'd ? ?P & 


AS; Ah Lore, Ah Lora? 


A. 4 thee 


| T2] 

thee changing thy Smock, or do-! 
ing ſomething better ; Intimate 
| Friends ous ac in any wiferocon 
| Ste one another. 
n thy Bed in the 


Sit thee pn 
fame; poſtare upon hy in + 'Ue go 
ut the Door. 
Agnes. I afſure-you my dear Siſ- 
_ ter, pen I. ſhould, have dyes for 
ſhane if 4y Gther thn you had 
peg me.12 this pickle ; but Iam 
certain you have: great Heal of af- 
warns” mn ry anger 
TE2101 af em 
wh it nap Fake Seek, 
Ang. Thou haſt reafon my ouaghl 
Chucky; to 1ſayrwhat thowdo "te 
car 


and. Hough ſhould. not-chave; 
thee allithe, rar bat Nic 
is capa OE, of,nneverthe ab mind 
ought to: be. at. reſt as, to that...:: 
bave. been now /a;N«ztheſc Seven 
years, and I came into the: Cloys 
off -at:Thirzeen; and may. ſay,shat 
© ve not yet by my,.ill condut}, 
-:rr'd-any ones enmiry-;., having 
| always 


—_{} 4 


ERS t 
always had '-detraCtion - in ';abhor- 
retice, | and. doing 'riothing more 
to- my: hearrs content,' than when 
E render ſervice to'any of 'the'So- 
ciety.''/'This courſe of Life has pros 
cur'd'me- the afteQtion dt- the moſt 
part:; much above all, has- aſſur'd 
me of that.of our Abbeſs, which' is: 
of no; ſmall uſe ' to me upon occa- 
f10n: | $442.45 1 WIFTC 

Aon. 1 know it, and” have been 
often:amaz'd; how 'you- 'cotld> fo 
manage thoſe: who are of a contra* 
ry - Party :- 48 undoubtedfy requi- 
ſiteto beas wellſtock'd with wit and 
learning; as- you are' to matiage 


{uch like Perſons- For- my part; T 


have never-been'able toBridle my 


felf-1in my affections; nor entleavour 
to engage thoſe to be*my Friends;. 
who are naturally'indiffereatitome3; 
It-is the! imperteQtion- of my Geni-- 


us/which- is'- an Enemy - of! Co: 
firaibe, and-will in- all things: a& 


freely.: | 35: Wiel; 
-:4kg,. The yricki'is; thar it is. very 
08h A.5 tweets 


RY 


—— 


| 2] 
thee changing thy Smock, or do- 
ing ſomething better ; Intimate 
Friends oug h—_—— any -wiſetocon- 
| one another. 
Sit thee p98 n a thy Bed in the 
fame; poſtare Ju waſt i in + le go 
ut = Door. 
Agnes. 1 are e'you my dear Sil- 
' ter, that 1. ſh have dyed for 
| ſham 5 day Wk ck A tag 
freed me.in this pickle ; but Lam 


certain you have\ zgreat Heal of af- 
——_— mez- have no 


Si a dn ny 


[may 
Ang. Thou haſt So yp oor 
Chucky, to ſay what earl if i 
and. though I ſhould. not. Rave x | 
# thee at the, tendernes theta heart 
\, i5capable of,nneverthgla5;ahy mind 
ought to: þ Ss at, reſt as, to hate. 
have. been now /a;Nzthele Seyer 
years, and I came into the: Cloys 
off rat Thirteen; ang} may. ſay, that 
Ve. not. yet by-my. ll conduft, 
::rr'd-any ones EODBF:; ; 1 MAving 
always 


ow 
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5 - Wau , 
always: had '-detra&ion - in \;abhor- 
retice;| and. doing -'riothing more 
to- my: hearts content,' than when 
E render ſervice to any of the” So- 
ciety.''/' This courſe of 'Life hay pro/ 
cur'd/ine the affeftion dt- the moſt 
part;; much above all, has- aſſur'd 
me of that of our Abbe/s, whieh' is: 
of no. {mall ule ' ro me upon occa- 
{ion; | $2 fo CTC 

Aon. 1 know it, and have been 
often:amaz'd; how you (could* fo 
manage thoſe: who are of a contra* 
ry - Panty : I is undoubtedly requi? 
ſiteto beas wellſtock'd with wit and 
learning; as/ you-are' to mariage 


{ſuch like-Perſons.// For. my part; T 


have never-been-able to'Bridle my 
felf-1n my afteQions, - nor entleavour 


to- engage thoſe to: be-my Friends;. 
who are naturally'indiffereattome;. 
It-is the: imperteCtionof my Geni- 


us-/which- is'-an Enemy. of' C6n+ 
firaibr;) and-will in- all things: a& 


freely. Tos KL 
- 4ng,. The truth IS; that” it is. very” 
- A.5 Tweet: 


ww 


| © poſe of Cloyſters, oblig'd thoſe 


T 4 4 
| fivert and delightful to ſuffer owns 
| Che led and-conduRed by that 
yrs cs and innocent Nature, in only | 
ollowing the inclinations it gives 
us. But. Honour and 'Ambirion 
which are, come to diſturb the re- 


who are etigag'd ine'm, to divide 
themſelves, and to do often out of 


prudence, what they cannot do-out 


of inclination. 

Agn. That-is to ſay, an infinite. 
Number who think themſelves Mif: 
treſles of your heart, do only poſ-| 
fels the painting of it, and that 
all.your proteſtations affure'em ot- 
rRgs bleſſing which: chey do not 

enjoy, I muſt own 'that 1 
Ry, very. much ſuſpect my being 
of that number, andthat I am a Vic- 
time of your Policy. 


.. Ang. Al my Dear! Thou doſt} 


me. an injyry,  diffimulation has 
no ſhare in ſach ſtrong friendſhip 


" as ours! I am wholly thine, and 
1” Tough Nature had ada 
rom 


| 


; 


"x 
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Honv the ſame blood; "it cold” not 
have 'given me: ſentiments mote 


tender rhan theſe I:feel. ' Allow me. 
to Embrace thee, that our hearts 
may ſpeak tone another mm he 


-midft of our Kiſſes: 


Agn,” Ah God !' how thou grafſ prop: 
eſt *me in thy Arms, thou” I 
thinkeft lam naked in my Smock! 
Ah!! thou haſt ſet me all on a Eire. 
Ang: Alt - how finely doth'that 
Vertmlion wherewith thou art -at. - 
preſent animated, Augment the- 
Luſtre of thy Beauty ? Ah! How 
Amiable-does' that Brightneſs ren- 
derthee which how: ſparkles in = 
eyes?i'N6;/ rib, | my pretty Rt 
1 will in rt to thee my m 7:44 


crer- tions, and: give thee a 


Ls 'of rhe: 'Condutt of a 


fe Mon 19. ſpeak 1 
mr Atftetify and'Scrupulous wi 
- dom; A only nouriſh'd by 


fſtings, and only coverd with Hair 
Cloth: there is another Prudence 
ſs ſavage, which all underftand- 


.1ng 


b- Maiden: .of Sixteen, of ſo conk 2 


| £6 7 
-ingt,perions 
lowing, - and. which has/no {i 

affioity to ry ;Amoroys: —_— 

.4g2.; I of an Amoroys. Nature, 

my .Phiſiognomy, mult certainly. be 

i. £ deceitful, -or ;e}ſe..you. are'.nat 

. perfect! well acquainted with the 


Rules 7 that. Science, - there 45 na- | 


thing which. touches me leſs than 
this Paſhon, and-for- theſe, three 
path that I; have beenia Nev, it 
as. not, given; me, the: leaſt ' diſtur- 
bance.. 
... Ang, That 1, ery much doubt, 
d am. of Opinign;, if thou- wouldſ 
fk i with - MNOFge, Jincerityy [thou | 
own that I have faid-nor 
but what is true. . How» a 


0-66 


Wi, 2 AY op A yr bar 
| et d;ibe ;cold.a0d; ante 

. that; 1- cannot periwade - my- 
<A Hl, all. my moſt- careleſs ations. 


have affur'd. me of the contraty, 
And that 1 know not what, which 1 


þ yercs ved thropgh. the Key: ola} 


Pake profgfiions oy | 


un 


mJ 
.the: Door before I-camec1nto;the 
"Room, makes. me know rhat thou 
art-2,;difſetabler. | 
4 --- 4g%: Ah Lord! Al Lond! Tam 
{| -undone! -//; +: 1 ecit'y * 
| +4974; G0 thou Gity Grolitiine, 
what {hould(t thou uocvehoad from 
-1 me? prethee tel me, haſt thowrea- 1 
| 1on to be afraid of a friend 2-1 told 4 
theetflis with 1 other delign: than 
| $9; make-chee my:confidentiin-leve- 
- | tal luchlike -caſes of my' Own: thu 
1 ly a fine biifine(s' it is;! but! what 
| the moſt; ſcrupulous put 191 praQtiſe, 
: } and; this;15; alledin Qloiitraliterms, 
| The, Anualementi of the: Taung; 408 
| zhe:'Paffion of the Old:; © 
| {447 But, pray what-did youke 
| then?: j 
} eyes abhow wet oil ith 
| thy fooling: 1 Hoſhthou -notiknow 
1 that Love all:fear; -andtthat # 
| if 1,we- both: ..mean'-to live, in-fo 
perfect- a: corteſpondenee as[I'defire 1 


| mMAy ;- thow muſt-Hide:o 
| fam Be and: Imultkere PEE 


lecret: 5 


[8.] 


ſecretfromrhee ; Buls no my pret-| 


ty heart; conlideri oy Fave 
neſs, a Diſci aliets wW te of 
uſe to. thee for the ſm 


turns hoek makeſt to the kindr 
.one ſhews thee. ' Good :God,* how 
ſoft and plpmp- art” thou ! ' Ah?! 
thou art of 'a fweer delicate ſhape? 
_ me — 

' 4zn. Ah! For Heavers fake let 
me lone! t I cannot Tecolle& © rt my 
felffrom this ſurprize: but'in g 
earneſt, what did you ſee? 

Ang. Doſt thou (not know thon 
lictle foot thou? what Þmiight have 
ſeen? 1 faw-thee in fuck « Poſture 
and AQtion as if "thon "pleasft"'V} 
-will ferve-thee-in. my ſelf, -where- 
in my hand ſhall at preſent do 'thee 
the Office which'thy- own a' while 
ago: did-{o clit regder toi/# 
_ notherparr-0f 't A. yery 
great crime inde c_ 1 have dif 
coverd; i is but what ny Lady 


Can, as ſhether Riff 
moſt innoceat. — , 


' ($I 


is but whatthe Prioreſs does not re- 
je; but what the miſtriſs of che 
novices calls The 'Exſtatical Intro- 
miſſion? Thou couldſt not have be- 
lieved, that ſuch Holy Souls could 
have been capable of employing 
themſelves in ſuch profane Exerci- 
ces? their mean and their outward 
behaviour have deceived thee, and 
that ſhew of Sanity, with which 
they know fo well how to deck 
themſelves uponoccaſion, has made 
thee think they live in their 
Bodyes, as if they were compoſed 
of nothing but the Spirit. Ah m 

dear Child, I will inftrut thee with 


- a Number of things which thou art 


ignorant of, if thou wouldſt but 
have fome confidence in me; and if 
thou letteſt' me bit know the dif 


[pi poſition of mind and confeciencethon 


aftin' at preſent: after which thou 
ſhalt be my Confeffor, T will be th 

Penitent;;- and T' proteſt, thatT will 
as freely unboſom torthee my heart, 
as if thou thy elf Felteſt the pureſt 
mottons of it. Ag, 


Toy. 
. Agn., After ſo: mgnys words! : 


do: S think I-ought!t0-danbr-off. 


your ſincerity, whereforeI will ne 
| only. tell you what you; deſire - 

know of me; but. 1 hall: 'evental 
. -a.Jeakible. pleaſure./in, communicate 
<< Sno you my moſt:ſecret thoughts 
an p< Trig It- will .-be a - general 
Confeſſion, whichs.I knew you have 
no: deſign.,co- prevail 'of,. but the 


Ape rFIng. whereof. to you; ſhallf- 
only 


rve to” unite us--to.one anor 


- ther, with a-more tri: and indife}. 


Ang. It. ſhall ſo,, without: Joubs! 
Wh Dear. and thou wilt afterwards 

jebtfal:in.this World, than-to have. 
A true THEng, who can be. the, des: 


ſoluble Bond. 
,, that: there i 1s nothing more.de- 
- xe ud Pl: Secrets... of: 1008 


baw:.Ealing..and;, Com-4: 


= table a are Ro diſclolings of ones 
min, 1a ſuch like Occaſions. Speak 
then 3 Prethee,,. -My:Dear, {peak..1 


ulL.ſe, L by. thee + neon thy 
Wy Jawa. 0 


Our very, Affiitth | 
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[121] 
HH Bed :Tisnot neceſlary:that: thou 
| 0 thyſelf the Seaſon allows 
I thees to:cbntinue.as thou art, i: Me- 
inks+'/Thon art{o mutly the more 
Le lovelys1and the more thou aproach+ 
at} eſt-rhe.' Eftate | wherein Nature 
brovght- thee into the, World; the 
i} more Charms abd: Beauty doſt. thou 
3 appear with... ;Hug = My 'Deat 
'o m by: thy Kkiſee? 'the : mutual 

Proteſtations! We have interchang- 
1 <d:of: loving ane another iEternal- 
Tt lysr:Ah! :haw2Purerand/Innodent = 
| ark theſe; Killts !-- Ali chow falbuf 
Tenderies and Sweetneſs *:.> Ali 
1 how;they tickle: me with Delight! 
Hold: a lutlemy:Bretty. Hearty. T 
am 81k oba:- Flame;; theſe Carrelles 
baye (brought 71mg: 3nto \a - Panting 
[7 Gondition.; Ah God! How pow: 
-4- ertul- is Love: and what will: be- * 
$1 cons-ofi Me, if: mieer-Kiffes:Ani 
: mateard hes Hope Me, * Kich:. a 
| 


Ped 2. [96G 
Ag, It is ia: a rely: dif 


culr 


[12] 
cult matter to contain ones Selff {ii 
within the - bounds of ones Dury zl w 
when 'We in: the: leaft ſlacken- thi 
Reanes to that: Paſion;' Would ye 
believe it  Age/ica? |; Theſe lit] 
 wantonings, which-in the bottom 1 
ful effect upon. me?: Ab,” Ah, Ah 
let Me breath a little *: Methinks 
my heart i5-too much.pent. up "at | 
preſent : : Ah! theſe 'fighs give mel t 
eaſe. 1 begin to have for you-a 
aew. AﬀeRtion; and more  Strongy I 
andTender than. before: ' know t 
not from whence: this . proceedsy; 
' for can meer Kiſles cauſe ſo much: 
diforder in a Soul? The rrath'is,} 1 
you are very dextrous-in your Cars! 
relfles; and all your-wayes' are &x+! 
_ _ traordigary engaging ; for you have: 
ſo won upon me, that I-am 'more 
ours. than Iam:my own; Beſides 
am- afraid; that in the Exceſs of 
the-fatfaQtion which I have 'en- 
Jjoyed ;' there may have been ſore: 
{uck things as. may give 'me _ | 
108 


[13] 


elf Gon to refleft upon my conſcience, 
9 z{ which 1 ſhould be very ſorry for ; 


of for when I am to ſpeak to my 
ul Confeſſour upon thoſe fort: of Mat- 
ters; I dye for ſhame, and know 
WU not where to begin. Ah Lord! 


4 How weak are We poor filly Crea- 


1 __ how __ _ RI: for 
$9 the  ſurmounting the Sallyes, 
at] and the leaſt Attacks of a corrup- 
aj Ang, This is what I watcht for, 
Hl ting Crupatous upon: Gremab Sub: 
Fg £40g-ICcrupulou feverat 
$4 jeQs, and that a Corti eget 
h4 of Conſcience has given 'thee no 
4 {mall trouble. This it is to fall 
+4 into the Hands of a Curs'd and Ig- 
4 norant DireCtour : For my part, 1 
1 will-tell 'thee that I have ' been 
4 taughe 'by a Learned Man, with 
whar air ] am to comport my ſelf, 
$ for the living happy all amy life 


+} long; yet without doing any'thin 
+4 that, might ' diftaſt and exndalize 


4 the light of a regular Society, or. 
f- -144/ + that 


 T14] 
that: Was: direQly 'comitrary to 
Gommands of: God: 
yader.:'Qblige ime; Siſter Anpelicay 
p; 54 Ip; 817ang/me a; perfect Idea of that 
=- /believe'that Tar 
ehaire! diſpoſe ro hear you; a 


"19 Aer my-1elf to be evaded 
_ diſcourſes, when 'I-amnot* 
able[[:t© deſtroy: them by fuch as] 
ws +" ng 3 -and more pre- 

atling. The —_— I have pivert 
yob ob-diſel my ſelf wholly 
I: Jhall-; reg theſe means be 
< the better ps becduſe 

Gly: -my - anſwers. 


which! :ſhall partake in-our efiter- 
tainment, :you;will .obſerve what | 
Method [has been taken *with me; 

Mg apes what foot I -arn ferled] 
| &'you Cawill judge by the {incere 
Con eſfion I ſhall' make to you 'of 
all*things,: of the good or: ill courſe 
Tiſhalk Steer. 2: 

: ing. ADeoar: Child; illon wilt be 
lurpriz'd; perhaps: at'the Lefſons'Þ'} | 
an : gong to: give” thees and: _— | 

 WLT 


, C15] 
if wilt be: amazed to hear a. Maiden 
between Niptteen ard [Twenty years 
of Age, pretend 'to Dogmatize*and 
Learning; .and-to ſee' her Pry -in- 
2 to the ,moſt:-hidden ſecrets of Re- 
x ligious: Policy. Do not 'my Near; 
1 fancy that a Spirit-.of Vain 'Glory 
animates my Words ; no, I know 
I was even leſs knowing than thon 
at...thy. age; and-'that: all-I'+ have 
Learned,: has ſucceeded: to 'an'ex> 
tream-Ignorance. But I muſt like- 
wile own to. thee, that-'I: ought 
to. be;accus'd of ' ſtupidity, if: the 
| Cares. and Pains ſgveral Great Men 
have taken -to form me}! and: ren- 
e der- me»perfect, had not been fol- 
fr lowed-with any-fruit: and if the 
1 Underſtanding they- have - given 
- | me obſeveral: Tongues, \, had/-not 
F 
c 


made: me : make ſome ' Progyeſs : 
the Reading of good Books. ':s 50 
* Ag; My dear Angelica,” begin 
yout:InfiruQtions I beſeech you: T 
Languiſh under! the 'impatience /'I 
{ am in'of hearing [your Reaſonings + 

a $2394) 84 ; you 


- [16] 
you never had 'a;Schollar more at 
tentive,- than I ſhall be to all your 
Diſcourſes. | 
Ang. As we are not born of x 
ſx to make Laws, we ought to 
obey thoſe we have found, and 
follow 'as known Truths, many 
things which of themſelves do on- 
ly paſs with others for Opinions. 
I pretend,: my. dear Child, to cot 
firm/thee truly in the Seartiments 
thou haſt, that there ' is:  ofie 
Juſt' » and - Mercifal,, who de: 


mands our homages; and who with| 


the' fame mough he forbids us 
what" is Evil, Commands us the 
praiſe of what is Good. Bur as all 
do'not agree what ough 
Good or: Evil ; and that an infinite 
number! of .a&tions for which _ we 


t to be called} 


are made to have a horrour,' arer&} 


ceived .and approved 'of by ot 
Neighbours; I will- tell thee 1n 
few words, what a Reverend Fa- 
ther Fejaite, who has a peculiar af 
fection for the, told me at the rmehe 


endeayoured} 


| render c 


—_— —_— 


endeavoured to open &enlighten my 
evil mind: and underſtanding, andto 
capable of the preſent 
Speculations. 
As all. your happyneſs, m dear 
Angelica ({o» ſpoke he to-me)-i: de- 
pends an the perfect knowledg!''o of 
uw) Religious Eftare you have Em- 
braced, 1am willing to give you a 
natural accgunt thereof, and at the 
ſame time furniſh you with- the 
means of living, in your —, 
without- any  diſquiet or trouble 


which proceed _ ſuch - 
ments. Now 'to CE 


cally in the inftru@ions I am 'to 
6K you, you muſt remark; that 
Religion (1 underſtand by thar 
word, all the Monaſtical Orders) 
iscompaſed of two Bodyes ; where- 
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oft the-one- is/ pattly leſtial and 
atural, and rhe other Ter- 
rial and Corruptible, which is 
bin an invention of Man ; the one 
is-Political, and the other Myfli- 
cal -by Relation. to nb 4+ 
I W 


[C18] 


who:is' the-ohly-head of the :truw 
Church, : The: one ispermabear; be-" 


caiifſe; it- conſiſts in the Word 'of. 


© God, which is Immutable and® E+: 

© ternal; and the-other 1s ſubjeCt to. 

Fan, infinite. number of changes; be-| 
* caule'it depends on: that of Many 


which is finite and fallible. - This 


being ſuppoſed, thoſe two Bodyes 
are; to. be ſeparated; and a juſt di- 
RinQtion-ohthem' is: to be made,' 
that-we'may know what: we are' 
obliged to. Burt it :is no ſmall dif* 


ficulty. to ſolve them well, the. Po-” 


litical as the weakeſpart, has ſo uni- 
ted it;1ſelf to therother, ' which is 


the' ſtrongeſt, thatrall is almoſt at: 
preſent confounded, / atid the voice 
of man confuſed with that of God!”" 


From'this -diforder'1s it that/do'a” 
riſe the illuGons, :leruples;; wraeks; 


torments and. groanings:of Conſt 


ence, which ' often bring a poor 
Soul -into deſpair; and thence it is," 


thar- this yoak, -which:oughe to be 
| hght.and-cafic to bear, is!becone/| 
EO by 
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{.19-] 
by.the-impoſiridn' of men, heavy, 
painkal, and. 1nſuppor table” ro mas 


ay. 
"Among fack thick Clouds of 
darkneſs, .and ſo viable an alteras 


tion of all things, we muſt whol- 


ly -aridc{olely apply. our ſelves to 
the Body ' of the” Tree, without 
troubling our ſelves ' to embrace 
it's ſprouts _.or it's branches. We 
muſt - content: our ſelves with O- 
beying 'the Precepts: of the Sove- 
raign Legislator, and hold for 


. Certain, that all the Works of Su- 


pererogation, to which the Voice of 
me/would engage us, ought not 
togiveus a moments diſquiet. We 
muſt'-in; Obeying that God who 
Commands: us, conhfider if his Will 
is written. with his own finger, 
if 4t- proceeds from the mouth of 
His Son: or.if it only departs from 


-} tliat of the People. : So as Sifter 4n- 
; 1 gelica, may without ſcruple,: light- 
| ev her chains, embeliſh her ſolita- 
11 ry Way of: Life,, and by giving a | 


' BEL: B chearful 
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chearful Airtoallher' Aftions,  be-. 
gome tame, g1ow: familiar, and be 
acquainted with the World: ſhe 
may, continued he, diſpence her ſelf, 
as far as prudence: willallow of, 
from the | Execution. and; perfor- 


vows and: Promiles,, which ſhe 
Has indiſcreetly made before; men: 
and may again re-enter into the 
{ame Rights. ſhe ſtood: poſleſs'd. of 
before her engagement, - followang | 
only theſe farft Obligations. | 
This is,- purſued he, for what re- | 
gards'the inward Peace.; Now as | 
for the outward; you cannot with- 
out ſinning again{t:prudence, 'dil- 
ee your {elF. from {ceming]y at- | 
ording a Complyance-to.the Laws, | 

Cuftomes 8&:Manners,which you ſub-! 
jeRed-your felf to, at your.entrance | 
intoi the: Cloiſter: + You: mult allo | 
Jeem- zealous and':fervent- ia \ the 
molt painful Excreifes, if any. intes | 
reſt vf Glory or” of Honour! de! 
pends on thole! Occupations: - You! 


” 
#. 
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nay deck your'Chaitiber with ficK- 


elbrh! and hair Shirts,” #6d-Þy "Alia 


devout farnittire tmerit as iauch”'as 


ſhe, who'indiſcreetly ſhall' go laſh 
and' nioriifie ber Body.: ' - - 


© 4&9; Xv\ how rejoyeed: ain" 


to hear thee ; "the extream*daliffit 
[took in thy diſcourſe ha$ Hitide- 


Wk 


- re&me from giving thee' any infrer- 


ruption, and” that freedom'of- Cort- 


ſcience which thou begindelt to's- 


ford me, by thy diſcourfe; urnfoads 
me almoſt of an'infiite' number of 
troubles wherewith' T was torment- 
ed. But proceed I'befeech fee 
and" tel me-whiat - was: the defign 
of Policy, in the' eſtabliſhment of 
{y- many Orders, *whoſe Rules and 
Conftirutions are” ſo rigorous? 
Anz. We may conhider 1n' the 
foundation of all Monaſtertes, tWo 
-workmen who harh laboured there- 
in, namely the Founder and* Policy. 
The Intention of the former has of- 
ten been Pure, Holy, and far from 


all the deſigns of the other. And 
E. B 2 without . 


L227 
without -having any other proſpe&- 
than oye nol Souls, ro 
.prgpoled rules and ways of Living; 
AED fe thought neceſlary, OT £ 
deaſt uſeful, to his Spiritualadvance- 
ament,' and to that of his Neighbour. 
_ By this, means have: Deſarts- been 
Populated and Cloiſters built; the 
Zeal: of -one Perſon alone enflamed 


ſeveral with.the like, and their Prin- | 


cipal*Occupation being to ſing con- 
.tinually the Praiſes of the true God, 
they draw by thoſe Pious exerciſes 


whole companies, who united them- | 


Jelves to them, and made but one 
Body. I ſpeak inthis of what paſ- 


:d in the Fervency of the firſt A- ! 
es. Now asfor the reſt, we muſt | 


take another Byaſs in our Reaſon- 
ings, and not imagine that this pri- 
mitive Innocence, and this fine Cha- 
rater of Devotion -did long pre- 
ſerve it ſelf,, and that it .has been 


derived to & inherited by thoſe we | 


Ge at preſent. 
Policy, which can bear with nothing} 


Ma Hel fro ww ok oc 6a &t aw «a :S9O 


faulty 
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faulty in a State, ſeeing: the en 
ju of -theſe fecluſed peopte, 
their diforder and extravagancyy 
was obliged to- Provide againſt tur- 
ther miſchief, thereupon baniſhed: 
ſeveral, retrenched-the Conftirati- 
ons / of others, - which {he did nor 
think neceſfary for the publick In- 
tereſt; It would” williogly. have- 
got-intirely rid of theſe Blood-ſuek< 
ers, wha in arrhorrible Idleneſs and: 
Lazine6 nouriſhed themfelves with- 
the labour of the poor people: Bur 
this Buekler- of | Religion- whiere-- 
with they covered themſelves; and * 
theSpintofthe vulgar People, which: 


! they. had-already decoyed-and in-- 


fatuated; have. made her to go+ a- 


-nother wayto work; that ſo-tueh- 


lorts' of : Companies of /- Societies * 
might not. be entirely uſeleſs to the 
Common: Wealth. 

Thus. Policy has looked uponall 
thoſe Houſes: as Common” places» 


| where.it might diſcharge it {elf of 
| theſe following: ſuperfluities': '1t 


$45. B. 3 makes - 


£24] 
makes ule of them for the Eaſe of 
Families, which the great number 
of.Childreg would render poor and: 
indigent, ifchey had not places toxe> 
yreto: Andrhattheir retreatm 
be without hopes of Return, ir | 
tavented Vows, by which -it pre- 
|, tends t0 bind us and wed. us indif- 
 folvably-to. the: flate_it has made 


Us,;8M : Jt. makes us renounce: 
Hkewil the Rights which nature has 


given 4354, and ſeparates: us ſo from | 


the Wh that we no, longer-make: 
a. pant thereok _ canterreſt all: 
this: welie "$12 1207+ 


adn, Lap but ſramachgoce: | 
cqmes, it, thas this curked. Policy:,” 


which of free” people renders us 
flayes, 2 PROVES , more: .of thols | 
rules which have Gothing but what's: 
\Auftere and Rigorous, than of thoſe: 
qo zu leſs ſevere: and painful ?: 

g. Why this is the Reaſon. 
It _— all Religzous Orders, 
as-Fryers, Nwi, and 'the: Reſt, as 


members: tetrenched from its Body, | 


and 
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and as parts ſeparated, whoſe life 
does not-leane to tt particularly for 
any thing beneficial, but much ra- 
ther 'damageable to -the  publick. 
And as'it would/be!an 'athion,: thar 
would appear inhumane, to take 'em 
away - openly, it makes uſe - of 
Stratagems, and under pretext of 
Devotion, it engages thole poor Vic- 
Es {asir- were) to cut their own 
throats,” and to ' load themſelves 
with £ many fafts, and 
Mortifications,that at length theſe In- 
mocents fatl under 'em,-8& make way 
bythe death for others;whoare'to- 
be as miſerable,ifthey have not more 
underſtanding. After this manner 
does a Father ofren beconte the Ex- 
ecutioney of his own children, and 
without thinking 'of -it, Sacrifices 
them to Policies, when-he meant to- 
make them an Offering to God. 
 Aen.. Al the piteous effet of a 
deteſtableGovernment! Thou giveſt: 
me life, my deareft Angelica, in 
withdrawing me by .thy.' reaſons- 
B. 4 from: 


[26] 
from the High Road that / was 
following. Few Perſons did: praG- 
tice more/than.7:did the moſt ſevere 
Mortificatidns 41:7 have fwing'd my 
lelf off aluh Diſkipline, Blows, ang 
Laſhes,- often: for tro combat the in- 
nocent motions -of Nature, which 
my - DireQour would needs - per- 
{wade.me were horrible diſarders. 
Ah ! have l-been; ſo. miſtaken thep? 
is undaubtedly by the. means. of | 
that cruel-/Maxzme, "That the mitt 
= Orders:are "mer Qh Gad, 

you" thus, fuffer' your name.cto | 
beabufed by unjuftexecutions-? and 
do-you: allow: men t0'-counterfeit 
you inithjs manner ? 

Ang. 'Ah my poor child, 1 per- | 
terver by theſe exclamations, that * 
thou ftilt wanteſt ſome light, to ſee | 
clearly and univerſally - into. all } 
things; let us paule there ; thy mind } 
Is not. at preſent capable of a more 
nice ſpeculation. Love God and thy | 
Neighboyy, and believe that all che | 
Law is contain'd in theſe two ,Coms. \ 
mandments, Azn. | 
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-. 4gn." How,// Angelica, would you 
tkeave me -in-ah -erfur?” 
Ang. No, my pretty heart, thou 
ſhalt be fully inftructed, apdt' wilt © 
lend thee a Book which 'will*per- 
fect [thy- Knowledg,-and- wherein 
thou wilt eaſily learn, what Iſhould - 
not be able toexplain tothee; with- 

out being: our of Countenance.” 
Aga. Fhats ſufficient .T molt - 
needs own'l found this' faying *ve- 
ryi pleaſant. © That the ClorFfers are 
= - gr iſhoars, where Sm. 
ebarges it ſelf of-it's ſuffer fiRHes 
{ pike after 


Methinks/one could not” 
a. more. ſordid and more humbliog 
mariner? ' | |... | 

Ang. The Yfuth-is, *tis ſome- - 
thing a 'bold expreſſion ; ' bur it- is 
not much more offenſive, than thart - 
of another; who ſaid, That the Fry- 
ers and Nuns were in the' Church, 
what the Rats and © Mice were it 


the Aih of Noah.” 


4gn.. Right, and .I admire” the 
calyneſs wherewith -YouU utter your ' 
BS. thoughts, '.. 


87 
hts,. s find. 1-. would; not. for. 
alt uy have gdh Dear, burrthat. 
he poem of of my. doors be- 
7 Open d given. occaſion 
tq. En diſcourſe: yet:T have com- 
ehended; the ſence of. all your 


bo "4g As _ mt 
of any. ME; it 

pak of asf i6-were the tnoſhin- 

fugoupfrigping upon the Earth ? 

"Aa; No, 1'intend to give.it lar 
for. WAA I have! alrea« 
| 1t ſuffer; 1 ask its par= 
don, and particularly for a ſevera 
Diſcipline, which butt yeſterday in» 


ficted upon. it, by. order of my 


Confeflour. 
Ang. Kils. me, my' pretty Child; 


I:am more moved with. what thou: | | 
telleſt.me, than if. had: made the: 


tryal; upon. my ſelf; that puniſh+ 


ment mult be. the laſt thou:art to: 
mortifie thy, ſelf with.: \But' prethee: 


didſt 


ords. 
30 Well! thou. wilt then. 
©& ule. of 'em ; and'that | 


| 


- 
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" Hen. Alas !* my. zeal was ind» . 
ſcreet,. and I fancied ' the more- 
ftroaks-that-I' gave, the- more did 
[-merit; my plump Body, andy 
youth - renderedime ſenfible to the. 
leaſt laſhes ; fo as at the end of this- 
fair, exerciſe, my Backſide--was all 


of aFlame ; nay, for oughtT know 


I broke the fleſhand made a wound, 
for-that IT was: wholly _ a | 
when I REED et y. $ 
ANp.. y ety: itt Dear, Fi f 
dee let me hos and ſearch Ile 
ec what ani managed fervericy 
is capable: of ?*” ©! RTE 
Aen. O"Lord;z Why muſt T-ſut- 
fer. this?” what-'you- are -then- int 
earneft?1 cannot endure-it without 
confuſion," Otr!: Ot; 
Ang. Hey diy; to what: pur« 
oe. then-was- all my diſcourſe, 
if thow- art- till” withheld*. by « 
fly. Baſhfulne?- What ' hve - is; 
thiere- in granting « me-my. requeſt: 
: Agr; lndeediindeed Tam — 
bole 1d 206 


o * 


[ 30 ] 


and* your; Curioſity - is not to b&* 
_ found fault, with ; 1atisfy it accord-. 


wg. to thy deſires. 

Ang, $0,* 10, this beautiful. facg' 
that's alwayes vailed is now ungo+ 
vered ; get thee -on thy knees. on 


thy. Bed, and 'douk down.hy head a | 


little that I may ſee the violence of. 
thy Blows. Ah-good Lord-how 'tis 
{treaked ! pre. x lies Chyna Tafe 
fetas, or- elſe. the sky- at [Sun Set- 
0g; you. muſt -ngeds-be very: dey 
vout. at the 2yſtery of Elegellation, 
lince you- rOmgheYeur Buttocks.at 
this. rate? S001 

” Agn, Well now you 1 "have fafit 
clently contemplated- this innocent 
Outrage? Ah. Lord what makes: 
you, grope there! Ah let ,it - alone, 
that it may regover its former icom-, 
plexion, and get-rid of that. ſtran- 
ger. of a colour. Pooh, what ! do 
you kiſs it ? 
-: Ang; Lyeſtill, my pretty Rogue, 


 *be nat refraftary, I have the moſt 


Compaſſionate {loul ini the. World ; 
and 
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[31 ] | 
and as it is a work of: merey'to 
comfort the afflicted, Tis my -Opti- 
nion that I cannot afford ther too 
many Careſles, forthe worthily ac- 
quitting my ſelf : of that--Duty. 
Ah! this: part of thy: 'Body :is-de- 
licately.- well made : -and;{ what-a 
Luſtre does it receive fromits white- 
neſs and plumpnelſs-; 1-perceive'al- 
{another part,which is noleſs\well' 
- Ya by Nature ;- Tir. Natwreir 
Agn. Pretheetake away thy hand: 
from: thencez: if thou mearieft not" 
to:cauſe; there an.Inflimation-which 
cannot \caſtly: 'be exſtingurſhed 1H»: I: 
I muſt needs own to thee my weaks: 
neſs,./ am, the moſt ſenſible Mai- 
den-thatever.was;' and what woutd* 
not!,.caule mothers the leat-Emo- 
rang -puts-me- all in'/diſor-! 

er. rf 

Ang. What then you are not-0 
ſacold a:temper;as: thou 'wouldeſt? 
needs, have: perfwaded meat- the bes 


F 


] 


[32] | 
L fancy: thou: (wilt play thiy pare; 
as. well as. any one Ekoow; oils 
I have. put-thee into the hands of* 
truehaneſt Fryers ;* for: this reaſon: 
FE would wilh: that the rime ofthe: 
 retreat,' am; going to enter: into+ 
; ing to:cuſtome, might- be de- 
ferred, that ſo we might be tope- 


ther in the Parlour: ; But; no mat- }- 
ter,>I.;ſhall -comfort:my felt with: 


the. account thow'le give me of all 
that paſſes, namely, Whether the. 
Abbot performs. better than the Fe- 
ſaste, jor- the, Froerthan. the Xonk +: 
and in-{hort, if all the whole-Prieſt= 


—_w— 


I 'is-abls. to give. thee full fatis- 
- Agn., Alv E fanoy 7 ſhall be ve- 


| 


F 
fg 


: 


ry» much-at a- loſs-in thoſe forts of ! 


- entertainments, and'that they-will- | 


f 


find; .me a /meze:Novice 1 point of: © 


Amours. 


Ang.. Trouble - not your: Thead,, | 


| 
| 
| 


they. know. what courſe isto be.ta- 
ter: of an;botur: with themwwill _ 
Bu 


- 
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der hee: more knowing, than af 
che precepts thou-mighteſt receive. 


from me could do in-a week. Come, 
over . your Back-ſide for fear thou. 
jould*ft catch cold:; ftay. let me- 
kifs it onee more,. and agdt, and: 
again. Rank 
. Jen. Yourare very Wwariton:; do 


. you think 7 would have born-with 
cheſetolties. ? 'no,\ but-that 7 knew 


thete was'no hart in- all this. 
vg. Tthiswas offending 1ſhould: 
fin every, moment, for. the Schol- 
lars. and: Penfiqnaries, being'com- 
tmitted-to. my care, oblipes me* to- 
viſit” their"! back apartments very 
often. '- But yeſterday F whiptone 
rather for my own fatisfaQtion, thag 
for afy fault ſhe had- commirted : 
þ took great delight 'in contempla- 
ting her, "ſhe is very pretty, inf 
is already thirteen. years of age. 
' Ag».. Þ long for that employ- 
ment of: Miſtrifc of 'the Schook'thatt 
Emight takethe like divertiſement !: 
E have'a, mighty 'fancy-to it, and Tt 
ſhould: 


[ . 
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overjoyed, might / ve 
F thou. haſt ſo attentive); y. 
ed in\ my.Perſon. 
pk I; am; not ,at all. ſarpriz, 
at. Frey requeſt, we ; $8: all 'ma 
ait. Hold 1 wills 
my © ito thy poſture ; well; bi 
Ks "gk js: Pettecoats. and my Smack 


en 
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as YOu; Can., 
haz ny a great; deſirs]-tq 


he plines and: 19 onde 


Sly 9a that theft two.twin 
] haye, nothing. to, _ 

CIT Went); 

or 4- ;0b1,0b,Qb, Hold! What 
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PN: whenthey are notvio, | 

at Hg: hold, if,thy. Devotion | 

bappen ta revive, l{hould 

wal Re ne, Phy God! :thou haſt a | 
Res Arm +1 have a defigh 
aſſociate. chee in my; Office, bug 

; muſt uſe. a- little- more . Mode-. 

ration. 


Ag#. You have greatreaſon indeed 
PEROPAayths is: not the. beath party 
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of : the: blows 7 have received; Ile 
defer the ' reſt: till another. time, 
ſomething muſt be,allowed to thy 
little courage. Doſt thouknow that 
this part becomes ſo much the more 
beautiful ; a:certainflame which a- 
gimates. it, Communicates tg it a 
Vermilion ' more bright and pure, 
than-all that of Spaiv. Get 2 lictle 
Neater:;the:: window that the light 
may diſcoyer all its beauties — Soy 
now. its well, . I could; never- be 


all Lk Jooking -on'r.. - #: > 
_ vents he nw 
with: thyhand: © | 

Ang. Alas, thou moyt fn ont 
as Well as.the Reſt ;; if there. be: a+ 

ny burt 1a ths.occupation,/- yet it 

i not:prejudicial:to:any Body;\and 
| does not. any; wiſe diſturb the: -pub- 
lick tranquility. 

Agn: How can:it diſturbit; fince 
we . are nolotger: members of the 
Pliblick:? beſides faults concealed 
ate. half. pardoned... -; * 
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| + and; Mothers "would 'never: differ 


[ 36] 
. Anz. Thon haſt reaſon on thy 
fide.; for if as faults were prac 
tiſed in the World (to fpeak con- 
formably to our Rules, Yas are com 


mitted/'1a Cloiſters, Policy: would 


be: obliged to corre@:their- abuſes, 
wa Put a ſtop 1o-all their difor- 


en. L alſo believe, that Fatheis 


 #heir - Children 'to eome--into _ 
Houſes, / if they but knew-the Dit 
orders that are committed there-/ 


here are kept fecret, Bar: DiE 
- Emulation domineers more in Con- 


vents, than 'in any/other place; all 


thoſe who dwellbin/em do not per- 
£eive. the faults and: diſorders, but 
&rve themſelves to engage others. 
Beſides the particular intereſt of Fa- 
muilies does often get the: better 0- 
ver many other Confiderations. 
/[z4gn.) The :Conteſſours and Di- 
reQours of Cloiſters:haye a peculi- 
' at. 


_ dag; There's no-doubt :of thaty. 


C371 
at talentto-draw into their nets yo 
innocent Girls, 'who fall into a inare 
when: they. thought to have found 
4-\treaſtre. | 


did not foreſee, that the Count ia . 
ia Roche. my eldeſt Brother, -wh 
by cight.of-Nobility, andthe Cuſt- 
omes of the Country, would ;have. 
for - himſelf almoſt all the Eſtates 
and Riches. ofthe:Family, 'and that 
we. being fix: of \us-lefr, - without 
any-other ſupport, chanwhat es 
p- NIIEQ; 


[387] 
 Miſed' us, "which "according 'to- his 


humour muſt have been-but'-x' ve- 
ry ſmall macrer {© At lerigeh- He res 
Ig! 


neda thouſand pounds, as-he-rold} 


me,/ of thoſs-pretefitions,: to which. 
were added four hundred more,' fo 


that I. brought fourteen- hundre&| 


Pounds in making my profeſſion 
in this Convent : But to: returr} to 
the Cunning of him that'drew the 
in, thou- mayſt know the bulintfs, 
was ſo: AT: that I mer: witty 
him one afternoon, that I wentto 
make a' viſit. to-ane of. my Couzens. 
who wis a Nun, - and who long'd' 
to ſe'me in the habit-of a Relig 
ous-? 
3; 0 Was: It rot Siſter Pri 
a? 


av. Ay the - very | fare: Thus 
being all-three in aho/fiins Parlour, 


Kiftoria andl, be with thecom- | 


pliments and civilities -uſtal in the: 
Firſt interviews ; [they were follow 
ed'witty a diſcourſe 'of this- Loyaliſt; 
touthing the. vanities: of: the age; 


and: 


ROO OO, GOT ES PYEgoT” yy To 


| 


W—_ 
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andthe difficulty of workingout our 
ownSalvationinthe World ;; which 
did very [much diſpoſe my mind'to 


{uffer it ſelf. to, be ſeduced: Theſe 
were;neverthelefs; buc light pre- 


tions; ihe: had many other: ſub- 


tilties to ifinuare ibto:Mmy Boſom, 
and.to- make me:e{poule the ſenci- 


ments'they lured me with : He+told 
me ſometimes, that he obſerved in 


myPhyſiognomy thetrue Character 


of 'a-Religious Soul; that he-had a 
particular gift in the diſtinguiſhing 


thereof ; and that I could not with- 


out doing an injury to God (fo he 
Aid). conlecrate to: the World: fo 


perfect a. Beauty as mine. 


Agn. He took the right courſe; 
but what anſwer didſt thou make 
to all this? | 

Ang. | preſently. fell a combat- 
ing theſe firſt Reaſons, by others 
which I oppoſed againſt him, which 
he deſtroyed with an admirable 
artifice. Beſides, Yictoria was aid- 
ang to the deluding me, and ſhew'd 
me 


[40] 
 mereligion.infuch coulours,as made 
ir-tem: to have-ſomme: Charins,” ad 
cunningly hid from-me all that was 
capable of giviag me any diſtaſte: 
In jhort, the Jelui 
learnt had made more-difficultcort 
queſts, uſed: hipurmoRt' efforts to 
make ſure of mine. Ag@ was ſue: 
ceſsful in his wdertaking'-by "the 
deſcription he gave me ofthe World 
and of -Religions,: and'conftrained 
me-by.'the/torce/of his: Eloquenee, 
{triftly ro embrace'his Party. 
Avg.' But prethee what ſaid he 
that was capable of'exerciling fo 
ablolate a power over thy mind? 
Ang. 1 cannot. tell thee all 'the 
Cicumſtancesforhe held me rhree 
hours 'at the great; thou ſhalt on- 
ly know, that he proved to me by 
Reaſons which I thought - ſtrong, 
That this wasmy Vocation where- 
in''alone I could attain to my Sal- 
vation ; That there was no ſafety 
for me, nor way except that,that the 
World: wasfull of, Rocks-and Pre- 
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Cipices: ; Thatthe: Exceſs of the R6 
ligious was -much- better 'than''the 
Modezation of the'Worldly; That 
the repoſe and Contemplation of the 


former, was. at thei ſame time more 


þ. and/- move | meritorious; 
than the! aQiomland: all rhe: Hurry 
of the-latter ; That it was in: Cloil- 
ters alone; that one! could bonverſe 
familiarly: with God; and by: con- 
{:quence- to{render!;ones-ſelb1 wor- 
thy of fo-Holy and:fo Excellent a 
Communitation, \. we were to flye 
the Company of men. That it was in 
theſe places that the remnant of the 
Ancient (Chriſtians were' preſerved, 
and where” might be ſeen the-true- 
Image of the: [primitive Church. 

\ avg. It was hardly--pofible. to 
ſpeak with more Eloquence, and at 
theſame-time with more:Cunning;; 


. forTobſerve that. he ſaid norto thee 


a/word” of. the rigors' and' Aufſteri+ 
tyes, that might” ſtartle thee and di- 

vert thee from following the bait. 
Ang. 'Thou art'miftaken ; he for- 
." got 


[42] 
got ndthing. -But:ithe | Pains and 
Mornfications he: told:me of, were 
ſeaſoned: with ſo ' much {weetnelſs, 
that I found: em ——_— 
to-my palate. I:will:hide nothing 
fecct-poilabd he to:me;:theſe devour 
Societies; whoſe number I hope you 
will thortly augment, labour day 
and night by-their Auſterities and 
Penances;. to ſubdue the Pride and 
Maſolence of 'Nature::. They exerciſe 
over their Senſes a violence which 
laſts alwayes'; without dying: thei? 
Soul is ſeparated: from their Body ; 
and equally deſpiſing grief and Vo 
luptuouſneſs; they - live as it they 
were-only made of the Spirit alone; 
This 1s not all, purſued he, with 4 


per{waſive tone,” they make.a rigo- 


rous Sacrifice of their Liberty, they 
ſtrip: themſelves: of all their goods 
to: enrich [rhemſelves only with 
hopes, ' and impoſe by ſolemn vows 
the neceſſity of a perpetual Vertue. 

Agn. This Diſciple of Loyal, 
was a Maſter Orator, 1 wiſh 1 knew 
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- Agx» Thou knoweſt him well e- 
nough, and I will tell thee ſome 
{mall circumſtances of his Life, 
which will make thee believe, thar 
he knows how to play more than 
one part ; But I muſt Firſt make 
201 end-of the reſt. You lee, ade- 
moiſelle, the Chains, Rigours, and 
Mortifications I offer you ;- but 
would you believe it, ſaid heto me, 
thoſe Holy Souls whereof :1 ſpoke 
to you juſt now, are proud of this 
Yoak, they Glory 1n this Servitude, 
and there is no manner of Severe 
Torment to ſuffer, but what they 
eſteem a great reward ; they make 
all their Amours and Paſſhon: con- 
faſt in the Service of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
It is he alone who puts *em all in- 
toa Flame incaſe he does but touch 
em; It is healone who-is: the 0n- 
ly Maſter of their. Hearts, and who 
knows how to make their Tor- 
ments to be ſucceeded with incre- 
dible Joyes, Delights. and Tran> 
ſports. 2 

S Aen, 


A 


[44] 


gn. Without doubt thou waft | 
charm'd with this florrid Talker. 
Aug. Yes, my pretty Child, / was 


perſwaded by this Quack; His words 
-changed me 11 a moment, they 
inatcht me from my ſelf, and made 


'me-eager:y court what / had con> 


Rantly avoided: 7 became the moſt 
fernpulous: perſon 'in the World; 
and: becauſe he had: told me.. that 
out of : the Cloiſter 7 could not 
work my Salvation, 7imagined un- 
til 7 was got into it, that / had 
all the Devils about me. Since 
that time he himſelf has endea- 
voured to: make me recover my 
Right"Senſes, he has given me 
ſuch inſtruQions, -as were capable 


of freeing me out of the Errors he | 


had plung'd me in, and it.is to His 
Morals that. 1owe all the Repoſe 


and 'Quiet of mind that Inow. pol: 


ſels. 
Agn. Prethee tell me. quickly who 

this man is. | 
Anz. Tis Father Ranconre. 


Agth. 
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'Aen. Ah Lord! He is an En- 
chanter. I was once at Confeſſion 
to him, 1 took him for the moſt 
Devout man in the World; the 


"Truth is, he knows to perfe&ion 


the Art of infinuating himſelf in- 
to peoples affetions, and perſwades 
what he deſires. But T bear him 
a grudge, for having left me in the 
errour -he found me-in, and from 
whence ' he might have difingaged 
me. 

Ang. Ah! He 1s too prudent to 
run ſuch hazards ! He ſaw thee un- 
der. an extraordinary Bigottry, 1a 
horrible ſcruples, and knew that a 
Maiden 1s not ſoealily reduced from 
one extremity to the other. Be- 


* fides-if one Saint alone ſhould en- 


lighten all the Blind, there would be 
no more/ Miracles for others to do: 
thou underſtandeſt me? that is to 
tay, If thou had hadft Faith, thou 
wouldſt have been Cured, and that 
if that lwiſe Dire&tour-had found in 
thee ſome-diſpolitions-to follow his - 
| G2 Or- | 


[ 46 ]» 
Ordinances, he would have been 
this Phiſician, 

Aen. I believe it ; but I had ” 
lieve have the Obligation thereof to. 
thee as. to. hich. Tell me I be- 
ſeech thee, ſome Circumſiances of. 
the Life -of that Bleſſed Man. _ 

Ang. I will fo, My Pretty Heart; 
but Kiſs me, and Embrace me yery 
Amourouſly firſt: Ah! Al! that's 
fine. Ah how:am I charm'd with 
the Beauty of thy Mouth. and Eyes! 
one of thy Kiſſes alone Tranſport 
me more than I am able to Ex: 
p els! 

Agn. Begin then? Ah thou art 
a mighty Lover of Kifling ! 

. I am never weary of Ca: 

-- what is Lovely. Since you 
knew Father Ravcourt, it is not. 
neceſſary that 1 tell thee, that he 1s 
the man of the World, the moſi 
intriguing,” the moſt Dextrous and 
the moſt ingenious thatcan be found, 
I will only tell rhee, that 1n point 
of Amity, he is nice to the higheſi 

; Degree, 
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Degree, and as he ſers ſome vat 


lue upon himſelf, ' many qualities 


are- requiſire for to pleaſe him: 
Amongft alt his Conqueſts he rec- 


koned none more Glorious, than that 
he had made of a' yourrg Nun of 
a Convent in this City, who 15 


called Siſter Yirgin. 

Agn, T have heard talk- of her, 
as of a perfea Beauty, but I know 
ao other Circumſtances ofthe Mat- 
ter, $29 
Ang. It, is the Lovelieſt Perſon 
that-can be ſeen; if the Picture her 
Gallant has ſhewed me of her be 
Fathful; as for Wit ſhe abounds 
with it as much as ſhe can deſire, 
the is P rea: and Facetious, Playes 
upon ſeveral Inftraments, and Sings 
with Charms'capable of 'bewitch- 
mg” peoples Hearts. Our Jeſuite 
had already acquired herintirely to 
himſelf for ſome-Months, and they 
both enjoyed that ſweet 'Tranqui- 
lity which makes all the Happineſs 
of Lovers ; ' when Jealouſic began 
C 3 the 


L487 


thediforder Iam going totell you of, 

There was-in the -fame 440x/: 
zery a Nun, fox whom the Father 
had ſhewed ſome kindneſs, and to 
whom he had made ſeveral | Viſits 
upon that deſign: 'He' had alfo re- 
ceived from her ſuch Fayours, as 
were capable of engaging a -rman 
of the leaſt Fidelity : But the Luſtre 
of Virginia's Beauty, Was £00 | Pie: 
vatling over his Heart ; he inward- 
ly diſengaged himſelf from that 
hirft commerce; and only afforded 
that poor Mayden, the cutlide = 
appearance -of a Real Love: : \$h 
quickly perceived the change; nd 
and ſaw clearly. ſhe had a Riyal, 
who ſhar'd with her ia his offer- 
ings. She nevertheleſs. diſſembled 
her {pight and vexation:; and ſeeing 
{he had: to: do with a Rival who 
ſurpaſſed her in all, things, ſhe did 
not entertain the deſign of attacking 
her, but vowed the Ruine- of him 
who deſpiſed her. 1 

To bring this Enterprize of by 
tne 


\ 
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the more eaſily about, ſhe Studied 
the Houres and Moments that Yr- 
ginia met with this Religious. Lo- 
yer: and as ſhe had learnt by ex- 
erience, that he did not content: 
imſelf with Words, nor light Fa- 
yors, ſhe Pye ſhe might realona- 
bly ſarprize them in certain Exerct- 
ſes, the Knowledg whereof rendred | 
her Miftrifs of the fate of her faith- 
les Lover : She was'a long: white 
before ſhe could diſcover any thing 
ftrohp enough : She perceived 1n- 
deed two or three: times that poor” 
Father warming his hand in' #7#- 
2inid's Boſotne : She faw em In- 
terchange ſome Kiſſes. with an in- 


_ credible fervency ; but this paſſed 


for trifles in her mind; and as ſhe 
knew that theſe forts of - AQtions 
were in Cloyſters only reckoned for 
Pccadilloes, which Holy Waters 
waſhes clean ; ſhe heldher peace, 
waiting for a better Otcaſion to 
ſpeak. 4 
Agn,. Ab1Tam in a-terrible fright - 
&-4 far. 
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for one Virginia ! 

. Our Lovers not in the leaſt 
ſubeAiog the Ambuſhes that were 
laid'/for- them, took no meaſures to 
avoid theme: They met two or three 
times a Week, and wrote Letters 
when Prudence Obliged them to 
part for ſome tzme from one ano- 
[ther.. : The Fathers. Letters, whoſe 
-expreſſions; are;! tender and; paſſio- 
nate” made aperfect' conquelſt* over 
"Virginis. - He went to lee her af- 
ter ..eight dayes: abſence, .and .ob- 
ſerved:the ſhould, obtain . from her 
what ſhe had alwayes refuſed! him 
before. In the mean while -her 
Riyal was not Idle, for Correſpond- 
ihg. with the Matron that was the 
 Dopr-Keeper, {he hadnotice of the 
-Jeſuites arrival, -and- not doubting 
. bur that after ſo long .an interval, 
they would proceed ro ſuch prive- 
cles, as, ſhe could have wiſhed for 
her {elf, ſhe went Tranſported with 
a Jealouſy into a-Nook hard by the 
- Parlour, where by the- means of ; 
little 


[51] 
lirtle:Chink fhe  had-*made, ſhe 
might”: diſcover 'to\-the/ very leaſt 
motions of thoſe who entertained 
one another there, and hear their 
moft ſetrer Converſations. - 
- 'Agn.'Now dbes my fear revive?! 
Ah have a ſpighr apain{t-that Cu-. 
rjous:.\Creature for diſturbing ſo ma- 
liciouſty ' the 'Repoſe of two un- 
happy:Lovers!' 7 
Ane.' That the' 'Depofitions ſhe 
deſigned":to: make. of what ſhe ſaw, 
might be':the more Authentick , 
and 'received - without difficulty , 
ſhe took: another Naz with her, 
who mightgive the ſame Evidence. 
Being thus, 'both poſted in the place 
I mentioned, they perceived our two 
Lovers entertaining one another 
more: by their looks and their f{ighs, 
than'by Words, they - graſped one 
anothers hands, and with languiſh- 
_—_—pebc ſome tender words, 
which departed: more from their 
Hearts than from their Mouth. This 
Amorous Contemplation followed 
C5 with 
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with opening; alittle four ſquare! 
Caſetnent,/ which, was toward: the: 
mid{t of the grate, 'and which {cr- 
* ved for pretty big Packquets to.paſs 
through ofſuck as. made preſentsto: 
the Nwvs: | Then: it was that ##r- 
gina, received and' gave a thouſand 
Kiſles, but with: ſuch great Tranſ- 
ports, ſuch ſuppriziog fillies, tliat 
* Love it ſelf-could riot have ang; 
' Mented the-ardour of them Ah 
my Yeat 74#gi1a,: began my Paſſi- 
onate Prieſt,- would you have us | 
ſtop. here ? Alas ? What ſmall re- 
turns do. you make to thole who 
Love. you, and how-well do: you 
practiſethe art of tormenting'them ? 
Alas! How, replyed our Veſtal, 
can I make. you+ any other pre- 
ſent after having given - you. my 
Heart ?. Ah! How Tyrannical: 1s 
your Love! I know what you ;de- 
fire, I know too that I 'have 'had 
the weakneſs to make you hope 
for it, but neitheram I ignorant;tbat 
it is all my Bleſſing andall my Ri- 
| ches, 
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ches, and that Icannot grant-it you 
bur by reducing my {elf to Extre- 
mity. Cannot we remain in-the 
terms we are under, paſs together . 
Toft delightful moments, and' enjoy 
Pleaſures ſo much the more per- 
feft, as they are Pure and. Innor> . 
cetit? If your Happinels, as' you 
fay, does only depend on What '1- 
have moſt dear, you- can be hap" 
py but once,.and I alwayes' miſe- 
rable, ſince it is a thing that can* 
not be recovered. Believe me, let 
us Love as a Brother Loves a Sif- 
ter, and let us allow this Love all 


the freedom that can be: imagined, - 


with- exception to one alone. 

Agn. And what anſwer did the 
Feſuite raake to all this? 

Ang. During the Diſcourſe he 
ſaid not a Word, but leaning with 
his head on one of his hands, he 
look't with Eyes full of Languiſh- 
ment on her who ſpoke to him; 
after which, taking her by the hand 
through the grate, he-told her after - 

4 
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a touching manner!, Muſt we 
"then-change our Method, and no 
loffger Love as before? Can you 
conſent to this Yirginia, for my part 
I can retrench nothing of my Love 
and the Rules you have newly pre- 
{cribed to me, not to be received 
. by a true Lover. He exaggerated 
to her afterward, with ſo much heat, 
the exceſs of his Flames, that he ab- 
folutely diſconcerted her ; and drew 
from her an Oral Promife, ofgrant- 
ing him wirhin ſome few days, what 
alone would render him perfectly 
happy. He then made her come 
nearer to the grate,and having made 
her mount upon a pretty high ſtool, 
he conjured her to allow him, at 
leaſt to fatisfie his ſight, ſince be 
was barred all other Liberty ; ſhe- 
obeyed him after ſome reſiſtance, 
and ſuffered him to fee and grope' 
the parts conſecrated to Chaſtity, 
.and Continency. She for her part 
would alfo needs fatisfie her' eyes 
with the like Curiolity, and the 
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Teſaite whowas not inſen(ible,ealily 
found the means for her ſo doing, 
{he obtained from him what ſhe 
deſired with more eaſineſs than ſhe 
granted his requeſt, Then was the 
fatal moments of ,'em both, and 
what our Spyes delired : They con- 
templated with. an extraordinary 
ftisfation, the fine parts of their 
Companions Body, which the. Fe/«; 
ite laid to view, and felt and gro- 
ped with tranſports of an enchan- 
ted Lover : Sometimes they Admi- 
red one part, and ſometimes ano- 
ther, according as the Officious Fa- 
ther turned and changed the ſcitu; 
ation of his Miſtriſs : ſo that when 
he conſidered the fore part, he ex- 
poſed her Breech to.the light, be- 
cauſe,, her Petticoats all round were 
lifted 8 tuckt up above her middle; 
» 4en. Methinks I am preſent at 
this ſpeQacle, ſo naturally doſt thou 
tell the Story ! 

_ Ang. At length they terminated 
their wantonings, and our two Siſ- 
ters 


— 

rers tetired' with a 'defipn to put a 
Kop ;to theſe ill managed Amours, 
and to hinder the effe&t of Yirgs- 
nix's promiſe. By a particular hap- 
pineſs for that Poor- innocent Crea: 
ture, the N#7, whom her Rival had 
affociared to her in the Conſide- 
ration of what had p3ſſed, had a 
very tender kindneſs for her, and 
endeavoured to find a byaſs for 
Ruining the Fe/azre, without inju- 
ring her ſhe loved ; ſhe gave her 
to underſtand what ſhe knew of 
her interigues, affured her of doing 
nothing to her prejudice, provr 


ded” ſhe wonld promiſe her to 


break intirely off with that Pref, 


and not have for the fature the 


taſt Communication with him. 


Virginis extrearaly aſhamed at what 
ſhe heard, engaged her felf to all 


that was deſired; only earneſtly: 
begs the Jefſurres Reputation may: 


be faved, becauſe it was impoſſible 
to wound the one, without doing' 
ſome damage to the other ; ſhe pro-- 


teſted 


Ie 


[57] 
teſted ſhe would fee him no myye; 
and that the Lerter {he was p6ing ro 
write to him nevertoreturi- 88ain, 
ſhould be the Laſt he ſhould xe- 
ceive from her. Theſe eofiricns 
wereaccepred by both, rhough witty 
trouble ; they embrace Yir&,ju, of 
whom they were become Enamour- 
ed, and ſaid at parting, that they 


would ſupply the Fathers phee; 


with her. 

Agn. She came off then at a 
pretty clicap Rate, I fatty ſhe ow- 
ed this indulgence to her Beauty 
2nd #6 her other qualities, which 
rendered her without' doubt Ami- 
able. to her very Enemy ? 

Ang, We are not yet at the end of 
ourHiſtory /i#g5ni4 imediatly wrote 
43 Letter to Father Kimconrt, &ithere- 


and eater into a tri Frietidſhir 


in acquainted him withall that had 


happened, and. with the Cotiditions 
ſhe had bound her elf to, to fave 
both her and his Honour - ſhe re- 
monſtrated to him the danger he 

ih would 


[58] 


wauld expoſe himſelf to,if he camg 
to fee her again ;and lett; him al-; 
ſo. know; that it was impoſhble ſhe 
could receive any of his Letters, un# 
leſs be made uſe ofa particular trick, 
to avoid their being ſurprized ; {he 
ended. with proteſtations - of a,cons, 


ſtant Love and proof againſt all the, 
' moſt ſecret attacks of Jealouſy, 
and made him hope,thattime would 
diſſipate that ſtorm, which; threats. 
ned them. Ido not fay withiwhay 
{urprize. this Father- received and 
read this Letter, which ſtruck him, 
23s it-were, with-. a Thunder-Bolt, 
he: faw it was: not convenient / to 
make any Anſwer to it, and. that 


he muſt be forc'd to- buckle to. an. 


an 'unhappy Accident, which op- 
poled- his-good Fortune, in the ve- 
ry Moment he. was ready to enjoy: 
HK. p4n—1 TE | 
- "Three Weeks was already. paſs'd 
of. this Widdow-hood, when Yir- 
ginia growing. weary of that: foli- 
tary Lite, found by a marvellous 
plece 


I>>, 


i A 3c. 32. ok. 3, 
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piece. of cunning, ,the means of 


' hearing from her Lover, and letting 


him: hear from her: She preten- 
ded-to. have forgotten [to ſend-Fa* 
ther Raucourt a  iquare- Bonnet, 
which. he - had given her to,'make 


in the time of their late Familiar 


ties. Her Rival told her, that. ſhe 


.needed but; to give. it to her, and 
that ſhe would, have it delivered:to 
her by a:Touriere. , This was done 


accordingly, the meſſenger-had no- 
tice after what- manner ſhe[was to 


ſpeak;to him ;. ſhe acquitted;[her 


elf, punQtually-.of her Commilſlion, 
and-the Feſaite after he! had rectt- 
ved the Bonnet, he defired her-to 
wait a moment ' in 'the Church, 
that he might. have time” to think 
of what he ſaw. After fome- ſmall 
reflection, he ſuſpeRed the ftrata- 


: Bem, .ript . open the Bonnet in -a 
. Certain place, and there found Yir- 


ginia's Letter: Without examining 
It much, he made a ſpeedy anſwer 
to. it, which he put in the ſame 
place 


[60] 
place, and clos'd it up the beſt he 
could, with two or three ſtitches 
of a needle: he came again to the 
Toariere, whom he deſired to carry 
back the Bonnet , that it might'be] 
- mended, becauſe' that it was much} . 
too narrow for him; that he had 
tryed it upon ſeveral other of the 
Convent, -that he might "ay 


'the Perſon from the trouble ſh 
might haye in reforming it, but 
that there was tiot « Father it fit- 
ted; that for the feſt he was obliged 
£s her for the- Patictice The hall 
hed wo wait long. The goo 
Siſter rhdde afnfwer by her Bows 
to the Fathers Civilityes, and cat- 
ryed back the four ſquar'd Bonnet 
to the Monaſtery, deliver'd it by 
order of her, who ſent her into the 
hands of Yirginis, who was over 
joyed to hear there the news | 
him ſhe loved, and for that her 
_ had had ſuch good ſuc: 
'cels. 
Agn. It maſt be confeſſed that 
| Love 


— 


$41 
er 


'. 


three days it-/was- to be- cafryed 


aceidedt which ſpoiled all. - 
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Love is full of Invention. 

Ang. This Commerce laſted for 
above a Month; there was ftill ſom- 
thing to -b> altered and mended 
ig this Venerable Bonnet ;-once:ih 


to the Colledge and back again 
to. the 2onaffery, Yet no body 
imagin'd'that there was any My- 
Kery in ſuch & thing- as that; no 
notice was taken of it; and they 
= ſtill have: made- uſe of this 
Poſtilion, had it adt been for this 


.-' Ags; Oh Lord, I fah&y the whoke 
Plot was diſcovered by 'the To#- 
reere. 
. Aug. No, thou art miſtaken. . It 
happetied that on a faſt day; that 
the Porter of the Feſuites was out 
of humour, perhaps for that he had 
not ſtuffed his Gutts, at his uſual 
Rate: The Torrtere who had an 
infinite number of Commiſſtoris, 
and amongſt others that of the Bori- 
net, rang twice or thrice at the 
Colledge 


[6] 


Colledg Gate, for "to diſcharge her 
felf as ſoon as poſſible” ot her Meſ- 


lage. This good” Fryer went out 

hs Garden he was in,” and''be 
ing come almoſt our/'of: Breath + 
thinking'it was the Biſhop or Arth< 
Biſhop, - or ſome other Grandee, 
who had rung after ſo Command: 
ins a/manner,” was much' ſurprit 
ed at the'ſight 'of rhe poor Siſter; 
ſhe had nothing elſeto fay to him 


than to deliver” the four . ſquare | 


Bonnet into the hands of Father 


De © Raxconnt; \: This © peftiſh- man 


being ©'vex'd: at ſo' many trouble: 
-fome- viſits,” upon "ſo ſmall a mat- 
ter, fell into a Paſhon, - and faidy 
"That Bonnet walked very often, 
'and that he: would put it-into' rhe 
'hands'of a'man who'ſhould "make 
it withdraw for a while. 'The Tow 
riere excuſing her ſelf as well as 
ſhe' could, away ſhe went, and the 
ReQor waiting: for a Companion 
in the Porters Lodge to-go out-to: 
gether, having heard the'Dialogue, 
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called the Brother,-and would needs 
know the ſubje& of. the diſpute, - 
and why he treated fo rudely the 
Perſons who had buſineſs with thoſe 
of the. Coledg. This man, ſeeing 
himſelf{chool'd by his Superior, told 
him allhe thought of this Bonnet ; 


told him that it had already jogg'd 


& jaunted-above 20. times between 
the Colledge and the Monaſtery : that 
there muſt without doubt 'beſome 
hidden'defign in this matter ; and 


. that if His Reverence was ſo pleal- 


ed, he:would ſearch the Cap which 
he ſaid was counter-band ; which 
he did at that ſame inſtant, and 
with one touch with his Ciflars he 
brought to light the Fifreenth 1n- 
fant of the ſquare Bonnet,which came 
in a direct Line from Siſter 77r- 
VALUED | | | 


Agn, Oh Lord! how: difficult: a 


' matter it is to ſave ones ſelf, when 


purſued by an ill Deſtiny, and that 
1t has {worn ones ruine. What hap- 


pened. of all this buſineſs ? 


Ang. 


[64]. 


Ang. Ir happened that the Father 


Was Sefacd] intoanother province, 
and that poor Yirginis has been 
rg; ww with fome Penances j 
nce came that Proverb, 
=” there is a' great: deal of malice 
vader 4 Feſtits four ſquare Bonnet. 
#. Good Lord ! It was for her 
alone "har? was in'fear, but tell 
me how this came to the knows 


ledge of the Prioreſs? 


Arg. 1 ſhould be too tedious in. 


entertaining thee with one and the 
fame thing; In the firſt Converſa- 
tion after my retreat, I will tell thee 


more-upon this Subject; I will ſhew] 


thee two Infants of the four ſ{quar'd 
Bonnet, and will acquaint thee with 
the -Fate of their Father and 
Mother. Think only at preſent, 
my Deareſt, that I am going t9 
fpend-eight- or ten dayes after a 
very- ok manner, ſince I fhall. 
be barred having the leaſt confe- 
rence with thee; ;:I am going: to 
write to my three honeſt mo 
that 
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| [65] 
that they may Viſit thee during 
that time: There is an Abbot, a 
Fryer, and a Capuchine. 

Aen. Whata mixture ! and what 
wouldeſt thou have me do with all 
thoſe people whom I know not? 

Ang. Thou needeſt only be Obe, 
dient, they will teach thee ſuffici- 
ently what ſhall be thy Duty, for 
the ſatisfying and contenting them. 
Here, take this Book I lend thee, 


make a good uſe of it, it will inſtru& 


thee with many things, and will 
give thy mind all the quiet thou 
canſt 'wiſh for. Kiſs me my poor 


' Child, Kiſs me for all the time I 


wm > © i. 35 -. oO 


am to be abſent. I ſhould pals my 
retreat after a very pleaſant rate, 
Ifmy Dere&our was as Amiable and 
as Docible as thou art. Adieu, My 
heart, Dreſs thee, and be ſure that 
thou keepeſt all our amorours mat- 


| gers ſecret, and prepare thy ſelf to 
_ give me an account of all thy Di- 


vertiſements when my Exerciſes are 


s1 <xpired. 


[ 


Exd of the Firſt Dialogue. 


Vents itn the Cloifter 3 
OR THE- - 


- Nan: in Her =>; 


—Econd DIG” 


MT: 


*M I Tl 


Siſter Angela Agnes. 


Ngebies. Ah! God be Priiſed, 
'I-begim to breath again} never*! 
= -whis:I more peſtered with De- 


vations; Myfte 


ries and [ndulgerices, 


thaty- "ling 1 lefo. cheey; i 'nauleate | 


| ſrkngely_latbithoſk : iShperſtitioris. 


Howidolt «do What not © Word? | 
Why: | 0 wag. nag? | 
th _ 7 am quite lbened to 


| «pear .baſo 


re” your eys. again ;-T- 
D fancy 


[ 68] 


Fancy you know all, to the very 
leaſt particulars, of what has becn 


{atd, and done, ſince your abſence. 
Ang. And who ſhou'd tell it me? 


What you railly me ? Come, come 


thy wayes into my Room, and think 


where you are to begin togive m2 
a faithful Narrative. -For my part 
I came,out of the hands of a 
vage Creature, who would have 
made. a perſon of any other hu- 
mour than mine mad,” I mean my 
DireQour': It is the worſt natur'd, 
and moſt j i norant man of his Cha 
rater? I taticy he has made 
gain all the Indulgences and Pam 
dons/that were-over granted by the 


Popes: ſince: Gregory the Great to 
Innocent the Xl. 1f 1 had followed. 
his -Order,' I had fet-my Body in 
Blood by the Diſcipline he preſcri-/ 
bed me: not that Ilethimfee much; 
malice /in. the :confeſhons 1 made! 
him, but becauſe he imagines, that; 


to be in the way :; of 'Paradice, 


one. muſt be as dry, as lean, and; 


fx " 


ſuggin 


C[69]] 
asrifleſhleb bs himgglt;; aed:that ir 
ioſuffitientro! thing .chearr, 
fab indplump ta TheriO2)'7 manoer 
of _Peaances::: Judge now; how 1 
have: Spent; my time, and:if(l had: 
nby;xeatan to think? it tedfons 
ag; Hon my partih mull rrell 
thees that thou bait; ginen mer Di- 
reftows, :who-have —_ me little 
leſstha9! thine, have done; -Iknow 


not if gh oe lnguſgeders with; 


et; but;l) 70rd 30 
them, many rHexdions- 4g: hot dd 1o 
mych/as we have dohe. - 

2p», That, 1 do .yot:doubt. of; 
But) tell mea; lizls News of: obn, 
@, andelet me know! if-:be is) 
afyble rof a8 greav aktrer,;--; - cr 
7 MAgn., Him iat' WASs, | L firſt: ſaw; 
and/1n./ whom ..;1,foynd; the moſt: 
heat z-thexe- is nothing more, Hyely, 
ang mare ggimgzed, hnd there's ple- 
heariog hin-diſcourſe; 1-was 
atthe, afternoons Recreation; when 
word was broyght me,that he ask'd- 


iprak with me.Aslkaew theLady 
D 2: Aobefdr 


1767? 
Albefi\whs andilj 


he would not! gf ii 


ter of an-Hour;'benins:1n 
bake oe he thizks, 
- 


—_— —_ "bo 
_—__ 


| apwik'y Dee 
PP "kegnd Wencths v pritite : 209d? 
ſilent, anſwering 


$6thad of ſbeinpel! 
-7ve hr (7 
obIUAt:rhis 


; ow! Evoullyo6e 
the civilitics Ie Ti id aid os but this 
did» nt afoprtine tin + 683 the! 
contttiry: h#460k a devabion cotelt 
me very boldly; Fiat he knewthe 
Fair | Ladies! hat "the freedom "to 


mieanr xHteaod be-tmbecony! 
ingj9 VtlrÞ 0bie tht he Tied rats 
Kay rh hep ehagipreſeieing Hinw! 
Tf ynder the! Favour ant 
mendatibrn of tri beſt" Friend, "Ws 
Viſit"o6u1d 86: bi 
me. Ang. 


is 

Gt &: 
goin GrarPadlony, and: _ 
niade Ihin weaicifur x large largreocih a 
ohamped: 


mt er fie 7:Neavet! 
Stlbavonr. aw ads! 


ſpeak after> certain indifferendts | 


Þe ;grdteful" ts | 


——— 


L7 | 
'; {g#- He, paſlesfor a Watt; and 
we may: ſay: that his. great Tra- 

| es/acoompanyed: with: much -<x- 

;ptrience, __ eÞ*to his ndth- 
 xalia x perfeition He. 
2008 wanting.: ' 1. 

{4en., Tknow not what thou hadſt 
hd bi of :mez: __ ; warp 
great: !Pirogre r':a 

Vie He turgtd the ['Canverſa- 
-tipm pon the Aufterity of Religi- 

"Aims, and endeavorred torpet- 

x me/ by.dn/)3nfirnite number 

bofiReafons, :nbtntolfollow. the 1m- 

-cifcreet:Zealibf feutral, terming all 

_- Tidicutous;rwho! indifferently 

10 practice all 'forts of Motn- 

ficktions) He made me laughat the 

_ account! he'gave me; -vf 

what 'hapned 'to him”'1h Jrzly: with 


- Ni of St.. Bezner, i of whoſe cun- 


the made uſe of to; ſee her #s 
"offs wls - the” pleas'd, and thow '\sr 
Uatiget:Herecewed [ixfs favoursfebrh 
her, as were to be the effe& of his 
Julidulttes, He afſored'mie that be--. 
D. 3 fore: 


IR) 
fore ;that acquaintdnep,” He -had al- 
wiyes believed, it was onlyamonpft 
the :!Nans'''thati2the: true” Vefttal 
Gtaſtry owipihheſcrved,. and! that 
-Hherhiwblalwayes 'perfwaded hum: 
{elf, that thoſe recluſe Souls; lived 
-1n-ſo'perfeft a Concinency, $a8-chat 
.of the. Angels:qbugprhathehad found 
the conrrary) arabthat morhing- per- 
- feft- 1s: meahly»Jpoated/; and that 
-a"thing keeps:ih1ts Corruptiva, the 
fame: degreeit had in its Goddnths ; 
:he::had obſerved nherei was mardii 
- more Uiffelate thanall-che:Reckile 
! and Bigots,'avheit ithey find rotta- 
\fion to divert themfelves.. He ſhew- 
cd: fie a certain Inſtrument of Glas, 
-which he. bad :teccived from: der, 
*whom 1 -have Spoke ota thee >, 
and aſſured meyrthat he:hall Jedrnt 
from ber,. there. were above fifty of 
the ſame inthe Monaſtery, abd: that 
211 -from ithe Abbels:to the -la(& Pro- 
feſlour managed !ir oftnerthan their 

- Beads: 3 53/15 I *13il 
Ang, That's fine ! but.thou ow 
| EL M ]. 


C737 | 
leſt me nothing of what concerns 
thy ſelf. | 

Agn, What wouldeſt thou have 
me tell thee? He is the moſt wan- 

- ton man upon the face of the earth. 
Art the ſecond viſit he made me, 1 
could not diſpence my felf from 
granting him ſome favour ; he op- 
poſed all my reaſons with Morals 
h ſtrong, and fo full of artifice, 
that he rendered all my Efforts 
- uſeleſs and tono purpoſe : He ſhew- 
c ed me three rs from our 46- 
- befs, which affured me that Tet me 
"do what I would, 1 ſhould only 
walk in her ſteps. .' She has ſpent 
; whole nights with him, and _ 
"terms him- in her Letters the 46- 
bot of Loves Paradice. 1 repreſen- 
ted to him, that the Grate was 
an inſurmountable obſtacle, and 
"that he muſt of neceſſity con: 
«rent himſelf with ſome (light wan- 
tonings, ſince it was impoſlible to 
' proceed any farther. But he gave 
me ſufficiently tounderſtand,that he 


D 4 \ Was 


£-74 ] 
was. much - more knowing. than 1, 
and ſhewed me two. Boards, thar 
were to be Iitted. up, the qge on 
his fide and the other .on miae, 
and which gave. fuflicient paſlage 
for a Perſon: He toi!d me that -it 
was by his. advice, that the Lady 
. Abbeſs. had io ordered the bulinefs, | | 
. that, ſhe had call'd it.the rr 
of .G;/bra{tar,:and that ſhe one day 
rom, that; he Mytt .got- "ep 
ture paſſing ic. without 'belng 'well 
- Froytded with all things 
. ko. {ipp- at the,\P ars; of, Mercales. | 
-;Thys after. feverat;conteſts on/bogh | 
- Sides, . The Abbgr,pall dhe Streight, | - 
and arrived at the Port whe he 
was recetved, bat it was not without 
difficulcy, and only after having aſ- 
ſured me that his entrance ſhauld 
haye no ill conſequence; I allow: 
ed. him to. angher as long . as wes 
neceſſary -to render him happy ; -it 
was the ſeventh of the Adonih | 
of 4uguf, which wasa. day that my 


Lady 
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{pairs uſt +bibeEmployed 
ih great 'Ceremonies, but: that HET 
indifpolition) had obliged to: defer 
ll cheinexr Month rfallowing.what 
ſhecammonly-obterved in thhoble 
"tol4-me: this, ſhe: had ereated. the 
ſecond »year: ſhe: was' d4bbe/r: am Or- 
(deri of ; Knighthood,, which | was 
[compa3'd; onlylof  Prie##s, Monks, 
.anc>-Abbits, and: Religious. arid. E- 
»defiaktical. Perſons. + That: thoſe 
who were adniitted-1ato 1t,itook 
an Oath to- keep 'the.-lecret :bf-the 
Orders; and call'd - themſelves: the. 
-Knightsof the Grate; or »bf St. Zaw- 


"1 'revceg that the- Coulour which wis 


-gwen thetn at the day of cheir-Re- 
,ception, -was:compos'd of the Cy- 
/Phers of my Lady Abbeſs, rinterwo- 
:;ven with Flames of Love; and that 
below hung a | Medal . of Gold Res» 
preſenting the Patron of the Order, 
yg all ——— upon' &i Grate; i 1n 
-the midſt of:"'Flames, with theſe 
. * Words, ' Ardorem Craticula Fovet, 


-That-isto ſay, The Grote Augments 
oy Ds my 


'my Heat: 'He:ſhewed me the. Cd. 


' lar he had received, "and - after /he 


had made me ſome: preſents of cy- 
rious Books, we parted'from one 
-another -until'a -new/ Interview.) 


Ang; Thou haſb told me nothing| 


now touching this Order'eſtabliſh- 
.cd by my Lady: 4bbeſs, my Lond 


Biſhop af #S*;,isthe Firſt Kaightof 


- ty the Abbot de:Bealwmont the Second, 


the: Abbot du Prat 'the Third, the} 


Prior de Pompiere 'the Fourth; theſe 


are the Principals andthe! Firſt-in] 


date;; they are followed: by [Jeſs 
Hes, .by Facobins, Aug uſt ins\ Carnt- 

-lites, Fathers of the Oratory, - and 
the . Provincial of : the: Corda 

ers. So as at the laſt Promotion, 

whick was made in the year laſtpaſt, 

. the Numberwas Twenty-two. - But 
it' ts obſervable, that there -1s/z 

great deal of | diflerence between 
them, and that they cannot aller 

joy equal Priviledges; :there - are 

of them who call themſelves the 

Blew Ribonds, and thele tare: yr > 
who 
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who are the 4/rightyes, who have 
the ſecret of the Order, and who 


diſpoſe of my Lady Abbeſſes affairs 
as-my Lady Abbeſs manages theirs. 
As for the others their: Powers lt- 


..-mited;- it has bounds which they 


cannot paſs. And they have little 
more —_— than the Aſpirers, 
until that by their 'Zeal, thei Pru- 
dence and their Diſcretion, they 


have rendered themſelves worthy 
. of being of the Great Profeſſion. 
 Of-all the Morks, - the i Capuchins 


alone are excluded, becaule _ the 


- Beardwhich diſguiſes:them-4o much, 
has:rendered them Odious: to' oar 


Abbeſs, who ſayes, that ſhe cannot 
imagine that any. Perſon of our Sex 
can bear any Good Will to thoſe 


- Satyres. But to the purpoſe tell 


me ſome tydings of Father Mitabof 
Charenton. 


Agn, 1 ſhould never have believedno 
more than my -Lady Abbe/s, that 
: a Capnchin, could have been ca- 
pable of a Gallantry, if this _ 


T&F 


ad not-perivwaded me 'of-it by: his 
Condo. He came toſce me'three 
-dayes aker our abbot, we went in- ' 


.to:the Partour of St. Auguſtin, _ k% 


there-1t was that he tickled my fan- 
cy with ſo many wanton diſcour- 
ces, that 'I could not have expeQ- 
ed more. from a profeſsed Courti- 
er. Beſides, he boke ſo _— 
that 4 was: \aſham'd to 
come ' out -.of the - mouth = a 
man;' words: at ' firſt ſomthing Zi- 
+ berrene,) but-at length the moſt dif- 
Aolute the. greateſt Debauchee could 
.thve mate uſe! of. 1 could not 
:forbear-making him ſenſible of my. 
- aftoniſhment,and letting him know, | 
that there: was .excefs 1n his tran- 
ports; which made him uſe ſome 
moderation inthe matter. He made 
m6 three viſits. during thy: retreat, 
and at the laſt he obrained '-no 
preat Favours from me, becauſe 
[the Parlour where we were: had not 
--the conveniencies. of the others. 1 
will only: [tell thee,-xthat he mow 
red: 


[179] 


'nedfme! fufficignt matter! to.rlaugh 
| aty1n that having byhivefforts.lodl- 
| ned ofle of the 'Bars of 'the:-Tran 
 /ig the .Grate,: and; thnking:he had 
.made.a paſſage ' {ufficieatly - large, 
[to paſs throught, he vegtured;not- 


withſtanding my diſſwaſions::' Bat. 


through he could. not gety-. fag - as 
| much ,as; haviritg paſſed; his! head, 
-bad:one-. of his i ſhoulders. with:'a 


great. deal of difficulty, his:Cowle 
got hold of one of rhe fpikes with- 
out, ſo notwithſtanding all hisftrug- 


ling tie:could not get: rid: of that 
hare; 4could act contemplate him 
-t0 thats poſture; ::wachour” burſh 


outa.laughing, I madehimger bac 


. -againas foonas he coyld, and cangd 
-him'to put the- Grate fo as it, was 
/ beforez;/.- He gave methreei or :four 


Bodks:which he had mention'd-wo- 


me in; Ins duſt Vifie, and withdrew 
-very ill ſatisfied with his Adven- 


Ars. I am forry for this difor- 


.der, for - withour- doubt this :wall 
- have diſcourag d him, Agn, 


Lord ! He's no man, take my word, |. 
[to be diſcouraged ; he is the moſt | : 
{xmpudent and \moſt-diffolute of all | : 
.men ;. 1 hope hee'! be here 'yer be- 
_ -fore'the' Weeks at an end, he has | 

-promiſed me' the Collef#io» of the 
ſecrgt Amonrs of Robertd, Abriſſel ; he | © 
- began: to tell me the ſtory, - but '1 
;can't believe itstrue, it muſt needs 
-bea piece of Invention. 

Ang. Thou'rt miſtaken, there 1s 
nothing more'true; ' and ſeveral 
-grave: Authors write, that he was 
;uſed- to-Lye: with his Nszs that he 
\Mmight-try. 'em, and obſerve at the 

-fame-time in his own Perſon, how 
far the ſtrength of vertue can pre- 
vail, which combate the tempra- 
-tions of the fleſh;. he. thoughr this 
-very meritorious in him,.-and this 
it was that gave occaſion to. Goa: 
.frey' of Fendome,. to term this De- 
votion pleaſant and ridiculous, in 
a Letter he wrote to St. Bernard, and 
' ealls this fervency a new _ of 
ny , | a 


"3 D218 * 
nd 
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he; [This , has chichetto 


been the occafion.. of that  imans 
| par being/placed in the Calender of 
| he Saims: by the: Court pt ome, 


he is nevertheleſs term'd Bleſſed; :: 


'./4ew. Wermuft own, that- there 


are many abuſes practiſed 1n.ourRe- 


-ligion,  and'I am not now! at all 


furprized, that ſo many :Natipgs 


have ſeparated themſelves fromour 
-Church, |to apply themiſdltes lire- 
-Hally to the Scriptures. .-The -Fa- 


ther Mendicant; whom I ſaw dy- 


-ring- thy retreat, made me Viſi- 
- «bly remark all the faults of the pre- 
feat Government, as i to. what: |com- 
lcerns Religion: he 1s a: man who 


- for his Age,: (for he is: not yet"/Six 
and Twenty Years Old) poſleſfes all 


.the - Sciences” that can : render. ..ia 
--perſoni-accomphlthed of what Cha- 


:TaCter ſoever:he may be; he ſpeaks 
{Daniverſally upon all-ſubjeCts, bur 


with ſo caly an'air that Savours 


- nothing of the Pedanr. 
v2 Ang. I perceive . thou: art pens, 
Ek c 


Ge f 


Ti] 


ha hain Sarzy, for my.patt. 


þ- 'abways) call nhim-:1ny;/aigia 
a inwhar Parlour av'cf thi Mi 


? b1ir221 a}5.v0119v 0 24 5 


ever wy hit 1wW3&, TY 


wks: in'the Parlour of St: Foſeph, 


and:the- laſt wasan that of wy La- 
i 4aaty/ " EINTs 
| Well, nwellbthas "0a oy 
wiþ TY Sereigths, he: weltde- 
-ſerved it, and'there's delight unlce- 
by Jamey play-his part... 422 
- ». He gave 'me:two ſmall |yi- 
all of fenea; which have a wbh- 


derfulOdour,he wasperfumed toon 
c0p toitvey and with fo! Animated | 


a Vermilion;' that'I:at.: firſt ſulpeQ- 
edhe'haj been ar-4he little pot ; 


_ obutTf6und: he contrary aftetwards, |. 


and fiw' thar-the Red only OP 
-Eeeded from! 'the fervency :of his 
"Paſſion. "I'was infinitely. :pleaſed 
*with-his diſcourſe: and his: way of. 
toying and wantoning, 

0008 .difieuky: of granting hijo the 
pallage 


and I made: 


a a 


EE Rx” 
200 "ine 


. 
W.: 
I IE Ee 


Y py WG 2, _—_ | . 
am ms oy = A, 


= WF? 


CP 


RI ot 1-14 
_ he © By 


2. 22 +» 95 
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- 
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I had ſo much diſputed wish 


|. our 4bbot., I repreſented. to. him, 


| +19; whom I could. g ive .the pr 


.that there was rgafoo to; fear, that 
the follics we two committed woul 


| be followed. with a third: I ug- 


derſtand you, replyed he, and at 
the fame time .took-a lictle Book 
out, of his PoFker, which;he.. Ne 
ie, the. title. of it, wa Soft. and, 
sf Romper, againſt, WL AR e OK on 
oy He.told me it wg [4 1980 


What L.had todo] in {i Calne 


00, A. put. a dittle; ng 0 
Wale; pero = 


! ally, feeret Vertue, bu 


Hr 


hy e.put-hinſelf .inta _— of 


Racking xs (Eylas.0 of: Pan 


ufo Thas is to ſay, { 
"Tawzer won.thy Heart. 


- Aev. Certain 1t-is that- he (bay? 
;k-withthe Aber ; I cannot llabee 


renge<. One ging pps Gilad 
me in: the Mendirant, which - 15, 


that boning: ſen about his;,negk a. 
Reliquary 


..and hairs of different colours, dj 


" ſeveral Branches,and very well dont, | 
. He 'own'd 4q, me that theſe wete| 
"the Favours of all his Miftreſſes | 
- and defired meto countenance like | - | 
"wife his Devotion with the like, |. 
_ and that what I ſhould bleſs him]? 
- with a'grant of ſhould be pur inthe] 5 
"fineſt place of all? Well 'in ſbort 1}: 
- complyed with his humour !*I1*« 
forgot to tell thee that there was: : 
in-CharatQters of Gpld, this infcrip: | 1 
-tidh' in” the midſt of a Chriſtal| 5 
| which covered all this fine Mer | * 
' handizes, - Relicks of the Holy Beard, | . 
Upon the outſide 'of the Reliquaty | 
 thete was 'Engraven a C»pia, 'in'a| «i 


F 
= 


_—_— 
Reliquary of Guilt Vermilion, 


which he wore upon his heart ; I had |'6 
the curioſity ro'open it, | but I was | Mt 
'very much ſurprized. to find "ng-| 
thing elle, than a kind of a down, v 
0 
16 
h 


vided into Figures and. Flowers in 


Throne, with this Noddy of a Fry | + 
"ar proſtrate at his feet, with theſe| * 


Words: which 1 have remembred,' 


atl 


though] ' | 


£89). 

n, zthough they be Latin, ' Ave Lex," Jus, 
"amor. [I blac'd him for this wrreve- 
x | mence; which 1'termed Impiety, but 
> | ke did; but 5lauph att ir and faid' he 
1, | auld not refuſe theſe Worlhips to 
| thoſe who merited all manner Fo a- 
dorations; | and that if 1'knew but 
| how rodecypher ſeven other letters, 
te | Mihich>-weres on- the 'orher” ide;/- 
F | 'makemany+ more Exclama- 
-tions: And indeed ”—_ looked 
[upon it again, I ſaw the ſeven” fol- 


ea agui, 1 Ger the f Di. G. 


| *Biic be would covcunviddle the mar- 

1]-tertome, though'T was very 6arn- 
.eft T him and _ to' take 
| : pet, e percerved that I was 
| *nov heartily angry with him, there- 
he !hug'd-me once: more; ld 
:we'took leave-of one another. 2: 

\  Ang.:1 am overjoyed, my -Pret- 
y:Creature, that all things have 
eeded-£o according to my wiſh- 

bY this is but a Sample of whad I 
#illrlo for thee. And Þ will pro- 
- cure 


"E867 
<are..thee- the | acquaintahoer of! 1a 


Feſwite,. ro - whomithou wilt undoubs | 


0h give the Pxize; and wiltown 
_ that "be;; has; got (the (advantaged: 
 ver;all. zhe ochers,);But he ik jez 
 lous, of, his |acquaintance,. even.!to. 

- Excels,.;tis\ the only, fault that-cbau 


-a8d! ignorant: of nothing tHat/ocan, 
69M to; the! Knowledg, of a Per- 
A712 ad; ih 1 ering 35 noo 


-anough Af! alli:conſidnce; 16d hik: 
-85 mecironm Javing CR 
: BigaziOn, with hin. . 

Arg: Add wtwcſo 2 Thou. wi 
Sadie millet) matter; 0! meet. 
Withoacman;: who: Tellly 'Laytes aid 
is nab:jeataus.: brentiatties L Was 
-£nde acquainted withia Benedectin, 
who 4ancied that hill. rhe *:Nwres:of! 


-StivBermet xguld not Converſe with | 


1 Fxjers bf arlother. Order wirhioutin: 
.qutibearid that they Roleifrom hier 
-and his Fraternity ” All the Favours 


eanfi fodinhima) otherwiſe «a 
loms; maflsc ve gs a-forid'! talker 


they 


LEES EC EREISRCSED 


3 {abt t&be doubled; 'bar: lic 
"| men, who have devoted themiklves- 
alatiozed, a Tubjiaro the ſame 
| Palſions* and: Mer with thus 
| wito12rb/i6 theewWoeldlo Whitres? 
y | rho. wae. uct mode 


Ne ny, 
Range: [Q6ifterwft 
| of vSH, biftatbthb fameo 
' one bu#ſe <1 Wer forMaydens,* 
+] that WitRowd!! having" eehirie! rs 
* | Ffranpers, they! mibht eaſe and; *coms- 
» | fort one #nother From. time to) tim 
e andy hour! of their- Vows" Jas 

the/begloning this" was -proftifſed;s 
1 > ro: thetintent! of! the 'Th-/ 
4 | itators=> by which means there ig: 
roſs tiot the feaſt ſcantlal*;bur arpres: 
ſbnecttieſs: Places' ſaber? too | rigefy' 
| Mh&Cinerd Corror ion; we &! 
1 'reuble;s! +he p22 


WL Does in ConjanAion' with® 
| the Ficol# Nam ; Tho  Caelelin) with 

7 eneAftiÞToral; and: feorn thi: 
horrible 


» $550) 


[887] | 
hortible Wa ana 


i&and proceed hut Ma IS: bi 
p [op Tan ahoaghs wa plain le 


10's 21-9\ 'Bri Ol +4 gli 


HE Thunderbolts =o oy W] 
themas would they hurl againſt cheit. Di 
own. Children! | Would; Of dts |. - 
Francis: fend - again the Caputhing: [ie 
to the Capuchineſſes, i the, Gotdclierh | 


to; the Nuns of the ſame Order: | Pk 


Saint Dominick, and St. Bernard-and? | 
all'the reſty' would not they wo 
again thoſe Stragglers into the 
way of their: Rulcs.and Conti; 
tions, that is: to; ſays. the. Facohins ty 
the Facobineſſes, the Mendicant to the: 
Nwns of that Qrder?But what-woyld!: 
become - of the: Teſter, .and-.the 
Chartereax ſajd 1. to;þimy; for neizhet 
Se. i /g natins,” nor St. Bruno  dieW, 
up: Rules for the Female: Sex. Oh! | 


that A } replyed. te, wok F 


| [89]. 
1 |carg. enou hk .for - £ he. did; this ;7 


urpoſe that they mi hahavege 
to forrage. over Naa | 


1 | punity ; 4 oy! Y.., 
| T h was ſom TE 


>; Put. ho \M Joy loyments, ; 
erein, they. wo the; 
the moments .. of - then Aion, 
ich they . prefer: before all the 

Nvertiſements of others. foe 
| As for the Chartrewx, . continned - 
: [he,. as. Retreat, is: ſtritly ordered . 
4 |[them, they ſeek in shemſelues the | 
#[pleafures they cannot. take with 0- 
thers, and by a brisk animated: 
i | Warr, they make a ſhift to ſubdue 

wg ghoſFTempration &loſurreQti- 
* «ps eſÞ. They renew.the.com- 
; | bat as often as the Enemy makes any 
| them, they employ their re-_ 

cel in all their, vigour, and call 

> {orts of Expedi 1t10ns.;, T; be Warr 
of Five againſt; One. , Well did not. 
{> of. St Bernard ſpeak Ve; 
| nedly ? 

of». He did indeed, I ſhould. 


wth © : ave. 


c- LJ 


[9&7 


have tak 
Thefey' nothing rnbre' egy + 
ralk{tthit if this was praQtiſed, "aq: 


thar'if in- the! diſorder! ir ff, fre |. 


rutes were followed, all world pg" 
Ft js fow'# year Tings" 


I 


&a# would not' have” 
ſhe tad" done with' the”: 


as (he this firib! 
ain of her -Order, whar ſhe] 


ith har tobe nh -Thou' haſt , | 


delightin Hearing him, 


Heard: th] K'of Sifter Geri 
ack bf Father Web >= gp 


Agit. No: 7 bites tell me wid F 


thou knowelt of *emn, {! - 
"#2. Sifher cecdl 1 1N#51of the' 


Order '6f &.- hi Pde;>4nd Bither" | © 


RaYbohill) "wii" rhvineintoſtRE! 


Tacbbies. Tall” Sort thee. *ahas! | | 


what" inte To eros Hams 
ys into" _ 


heh.) 
cetit Creanire! Vent 


| ſs ny orhi6h 7 fp 5 oo 
thon OS only oye that-hs Sine 
quired. her to himſe]f, fe 

frentip was” rs Wa and en 


&2gelng | # 


"Y 


*4 
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gzpeing, and they could not reſt a 
{ moment withour ſeeing or-receiv- 


7] ing News from one another. This 
| Commerce was taken notice. of in 


the "Society; and the - Provincul 
Aguſtin, who Govern'd that Con- 


/Þ vent, having received 'an inckling 


{ of this matter,- was ready to die for 
{ vexation ; becauſe hehad never been 


F able toobrain rhofe Privacies -with 


| her; though he had uſed-all man- 
ner of means to corrupt her.' | She 
was the greatelt Beauty inthat Afs- 
maſtery, Being thus netled: to the *: 


toqick, he wrote to the Abbeſs, arid-- 


pave her order to have an eye up- 
-0n Cec:/'s Behaviour. It was an ea- 
-{y matter for this Guardian; quick- 


E ly-ro diſcover ſome extravagancies, 


fo" that'the 'Partics were not up- 
oh their: Guard ;. but what they ſaw 
was' only little wantonings ; but 
however theſe - were Callicizar t9 
give ground-and occaſion to: a jea- 
lous'man,;' who had the: Power in 


bY his hand 'to- miſufe a :Poor Nun, - 
952! E Neverthcleſs 


/ ” 


T1921 


"Nevertbeleſs he did not entertain. 


ſuch adelign, but purpos'd to him. 


 :Mllf, though making uſe of that oc- | 
calion, to have from her what he + 


had not been able toobtain before, 


He wrote to her himſelf, that the- | 


buſineſs might not make a noiſe,and 
forid her the Grate until his Arri- 


byal, being twenty Leagues diſtant. 
4 But could any Proof be } 
produced againſt her, that ſhe had | 


one any notable matter ? 


Ang. Oh! . That's an eaſy buſt- } 
nels to hnd,though there were none, 'Þ | 
when one has a deſign to deſtroy} 
.a Perſon. But all the-miſchief on: + 


ly came from that ſhe was ill ad- 


viſed The Provincial being thus ar- * 
rived,told her, that nothing brought] 


him thither, but the informations 


of her ill ConduQ; that it was a | 


ſhameful thing for ſuch a young 
Nun as ſhe, to abandon: her y 
to Actions, thatcould not be nam 


for their Infamouſneſs ; and that h | 


Was very. _ to find himſelf 0- 


ay af go ns © 4a was cs ga @ ys YT had wa, B95 


bliged, | - 


Ln oy | 
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| bliged, to inflit upon her an exem- 
7T plary puniſhment. Cecz/ (who was 
only culpable before man of fome 
little. wantonings, as of eying and 
feeling) told him that it was true, 


+ ſhe had often ſeen the Father Ray- 


| mond they talk'd of, but that ſhe 
alſo knew, that ſhe had done no- 


+ thing with him, that merited any 


notable reprehenſion ; that ſhe had 
4 forbidden him to ſee her, 'as ſoon 
| as ſhe had received Orders for fo 


7 . doing ; and that ſhe had thereby 


+ ſhewn, that there was nothing ve- 
| ry binding in their Engagement. 
The Provincial to bring abott 
his deſign, changing diſcourſe, ſpoke 
to her in more ſofter terms than 
before, and repreſented to her, that 
if any Mortification happened to 
her upon this account, ſhe her felf 
would be the cauſe of it : that ſhe 
might remedy the diforder ſhe had 
- occaſioned ; and that iti was a ver 

ealie matter for her, to parry thoſe 
ngorous correCtions, which ſhe could 
DUTT E 2 } not 
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Not fail of falling under, if ſhe did 


not make uſe of the advantages ſhe 


poſſeſſed He took her at the ſame. 
time by the hand, which he graſ- 


ped after an- Amourous manger, 
eying her with -a ſmile, which 
ought to have made her underſtood 
the diſpoſition'of her Fudzes Heart. 

Agn. Did ſhe'/not make uſe of 
what ſhe had moſt engaging to free 
her ſelf our ofthe. danger ihe was in ? 

Ang. No, ſhedid not ;' but took 


a-quite contrary courſe to that ſhe 
ought to have followed ; ſhe ima- : 
gin'd. that it was to try her, that; . 


hes Frovincial ſpoke in this manner, 
and that his whole ſcope and de- 
fGgne was, to Judge by her weak- 


neſs, of what ſhe had been capable; . 


to do with the pther. Upon this 1! 
foundation, ſhe only an{wer'd him, 
who burnt with” Love for her, 


by: Coldneſs and words more than. 
indifferent ; which chang'd the heart. ' 
of that Amourous Prieſt, who of: 


a' tender Lover became þy - thele 


" 
An www ceo HM woods to 


means 


——_—_— 
\means an implacable Judge. Where- 


{ [upon he proceeded according to 
the Formes, in the information of 
Cecils proceſs ; he received the de- 
poſitions which jcaloulie and flatte- 
ry put-into the*mouth of ſeveral 
| of her Companions, and condemned 
this poor Child to be whip till 
Blood come, to faft ten Frydays on 
Bread and Water, and to be excluded 
from the Parlour ſix' Months: So as 
| -one may ſay, ſhe was puniſhe 
for having been too Wile, and for 
'} © not ſuffering her ſelf to be corrupted 
| by the Brutality of her:Superiour- 
Aen, Good: God ! this ſtory moves 
-me:{trangely to Compaſſion ; and 
I look upon that goor Nu#z, as an 
Innocent Vi&ime,' offered up to 
4 the rage of a Furious man, and- I 
- make: no difference” between her., 
and.the Eleven thouſand Virgins. 
Anz. Thou art im the rtght ; for 
4 theſe-are faid to have, been ſlain, 
|. becauſe they would not fatisfye the 
Paſhon of a man, and poor Cecil 
£3 Was. 
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was only outrag'd- out of the ſame3Þþ . 
Motive & Reaſon. As there is noÞ-. 
Animal in the World is more Lux * 
urious than a 4/0»k, ſothere is none | 


more Maligne and more VindiCtive, 


when his Flames are deſpiſed. TI: 


have read upon this 'Suvject a Story 


of a curſed Capuchin, ini a Book In» 


tituled the Goat at Rutt. But now 
we'talk of Books, prethee tell me 


what thoſe are which thou haftre- | 


ceived during my Retreat? I ex 


pett to. have the Reading of 'em. | 
Agn, With all my heart ; ſome of 


them are: pleaſant enough, : this 4s 
the Catalogue of 'em. 


Pregnant Chaſtity, a Curious Nv | 


vel. . 
. The Jeſaites Paſtime, a Piece of Gi 
lantry. 
The Priſon Enlightned, or the Oper 
ing of the Little-wicket,all in Figures, 
T he Fournal of the Fenillantine Nuns. 


The Proweſſes of the Knights of St. 


Lawrence. 


Rules and Statutes, of Conny-Bo- | 
rough-Nunnery.. Al 


— 


_— 


V—_ 
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ej 4A Colleftton of Remedies apainſt*' 


10 1 


&c 


"dangerous Swelling. 


Compos'd for the Conveniency of 
the Religious Ladies of St. George. 

The Extrean Unition of 'the dy- 
ing Virginity. 

The Apoſtolical Orvietan- Com-- 
pos'd by Four Mendicant Fryers, - 
Exprecepto Santtſimi. 

The Monks Devotion. 
The Abbots Paitime. 
The Chartreax Warr. 
The Fruits of the: Unitive * Life, . 


q believe Iam not miſtaken, that 
I have not -+forgot one 1n this Liſt ; 1. 


| tave already Read Five or Six of 'em,-- 


which have pleas'd me infinitely. 
Ang. Certainly they have made 
thee a preſent of a whole Library. 
It- the Contents be an{werable to 
the Frontiſpieces, I do. not doubt 
but that they muſt : needs be very ” 
diverting : thou haftwherewithto - 
perfeQtionate thy Wit, and to ren- 
der. thee ſo as thou oughreſt to be, -: 
E.4 + that, + 


£ 


- 
- 
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that is to ſay, Univerſal 1n all Sci- : 

ences; for there are thoſe, who in? 
' the midſt of a great deal of light ' 

and underſtanding, do (till Iye ug- ! 
- Eerdoubts, which renders 'em ſome: 


times uneaſy, and whole conſ:qeg- 


ces are often-dangerous. / will tell F 
- thee a Story upon this Subject that 
happened in the Abbey at Chelles, 


Agr, You mult necds have won- 
derful intrigues, | to know all that 
'paſls'd moſt ſecret in all the 24%- 
naſtexies. 

Axp. Thou muſt know, that the 


Abbefs-0f that Houſe, -being' of a | 
very. hot Conſtitution, was uſed to - 
 Bathevery Summer for ſome weeks *' 
together. Her Bath was ſet up ac- 
cording to the preſcription of Her, ] 
.\Phyſjcian, who. for the making it 


thought the better, preſcribed a 


;particu'ar Rule and Method to. ob- 
+.,ſerve,/ without which it would. be 


of no uſe: It was intirely to be 
prepared . on ' the Evening, before 


ſhe was to g0 ito it, and let the- 


water 


mm == ww. 4 .q,02 2 


Lan are! 
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{ water reſt all the Night till- the 
T Morrow, and then ſhe might at 
certain hours go into the Bath. Sweet 
$ Scents and Eſſences were not ſpar 
4 red, they were thrown in with pro- 
'F fuſion, and all that could flatter 
7 the Lady's ſenſuality had: place 1n 
4 his Compoſition. 

Aon. Ah theſe Quacks and Phy- 
| ficians by a pretended Complat- 
ſance do thus nouriſh and inflame _ 
Peoples weakneſlcs ! 

Ane. Beit as it will ; a young Nux 
| of the Houſe called Siſter Scholaf- 
ties, of above Eighteen years of age, 
ſeeing all theſe Great preparatrons 
for my Lady Abbeſs, and perceiv- 
 1ng that. the Bath was ready the 
Evening before, entertain'd the de- 
| fin, (as well for ealing her {elf of 
the inconveniency .of the Seaſon, 
as of her interiour Heat which was - 
not very {mall) to take hold: of the - 
Occaſion, to make tryal every Night 
. ef that falutary Lavabo. And indeed 

ſhe conſtantly went into it for eight 
wo E 5 days 


Fro] 


days together, and found that this 
gave a Luſtre to her plump Bo: Þ 
dy, and that ſhe flept and reſted 


the better for it. She went out of 


her Chamber about Nine a Clock, 
and almoſt Naked in her Smock, * 


went to the place where all 
was ready; ſhe quickly + got 


off her Petticoats and her Smock, | 
and thus Stark Naked went ſhe in- 
to the Tub, where ſhe clean'd and. 
rub'd her ſelf all over, and then af-- 
terwards came out, as Clean, as. 


Pure, and as Beautiful as. was Eve 


m the Terreſtial Paradice, during 


the State of. her Innocence. 
Agn. Was not ſhe diſcover'd? 


Ang. Thoul't preſently hear. the: | 
whole matter. One Night that: 


Scholaitica was Refreſhing her ſelf 


at the uſual Rate, one. of the. Old: 


Nuns, who was not yet afleep, has 


ving heard-walking- in the Dorm-- 
rory, at an hour that according to 


Cuſtome all Nans were to be Re 


tired; went - out. of her Chamber,. 


4. 
« 
on 
* : 
= 


| 
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{ and after having ſought tonopur- 


poſe the Perſon ſhe had-heard, ſhe - 


| entred into the place where the Bath 


ſtood, where ſhe perceived imme- 


{ diately by the Light of the Moor, . 


a Nun ſtark Naked, who was rub- - 


bing her ſelf with - a Napkin, be- 


ing ready to put on her Smock a- 


| gain. The ſilly Old Dowdy think- 


ing it was the Abbeſs, retired in all 


haſt & begged Pardon-for her intru- 


fion. Scholaitica made” her no an- 
{wer, but could perceive: that this 
Old Matron was miſtaken, and had 
taken her for another. - Away went 
ſhe too, after having given the' 0- 
ther time enough:-'-to withdraw, 
without intending to come thither 
againfor fear ſhe ſhould be caught. _ 
Agn. Well, -but .did the thing 
ſtop here ? | 
Ang. No, Poor $cholafica's But*: 
tocks-would have been glad it had. © 
Agn. How! did that Pretty Crea- 


ture come to ſuffer for it ? ” 


Ang. The Venerable Matron 1 
mentioned - 


IT 


mentioned,: having refleted in-the 


Morning upon what ſhe had ſeen - 


the Night. before, thought it con- | w 
'Venient to go to. my Lady Abbeſs, } 


to make. her her particular Excuſes 


for that.Encounter, which ſhe might | 
attribute to an il] Curiobty. ; w hich 


ſhe accordingly did, unluckily, This 


Extreamly Surpriz'd the 4bbeſs,' } 


and: made her: believe, that ſhe had 


had-only the -leavings. of the filth | 


of. ſome infirm Nun of -her Soci 


ety : ſhe Ipoke. of it- in, the Chappel - 


, next Morning, and commanded (by 
Virtde, of Holy Obeatence) her who * 
had:put,her felt into the Bath, to 
declare it, But not one of the Com- 
pany ſpoke a Word; Scholaftica was 
None of the moſt ſcrupulous, and 
| had Wit and Senſe, wherefore ſhe 
held her peace. This General -{t- 
Jenee. put the .Abbe/s into deſpair, 
ſhe cryed, thundred, threatn'd :'em 


all; but all to oo purpoſe. At length . | 


hy the Advice of 'a Monk, ſhe pracr 
tizzd a pleaſant. Stxatagem, :.; She 


, 


causd Fc 
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gaus'd- all her Nuzs to- aſſemble, 
.and repreſented to them, that there 
- was one among them Excomunica- 
F ted, and in- the State of Damnati- 
- on, for not having revealed what 


$ ſhe had been, Commanded to. de- 


clare by Virtue of Holy Obeadtence ; 
that a Holy and Learned man.had 
| given her an infallible means to dif- 
cover her, but that ſhe (till allow- 
ed her to ſpeak the Truth, and-a- 
1 void by that means the ſevere Pe- 
nance, which ſte would draw 'up- 
- an her ſelf, by her formal obſtinate 
+ Diſobedience. 
.  Aen, Good Lord! I am terribly ' 
1 afraid for Scholaſtica in this- per* 
plexity, for all the Counſel of Monks 
are always perniclous. « 
. Ang My. Lady Abbeſs ſeeing that 
this laſt Conſtraint had been with- 
out efteCt; - ſhe. followed + the - Ad- 
Vice that. had. been given, her. 
$ She caus'd a-. Table in a Room-to 
be cover'd with a Cofin-Pall,& {et in 
" the midſt the. Cup of the. Sacritie. 
This. 
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This being fo diſpos'd, ſhe com: - 
manded all her Veſtals to enter 4 
after one another into that Room) 
and to touch with their right hand 
the Foot of that Sacred Cup, (theſe F 
were the Terms ſhe uſed) thatwas J 
ſet upon the Table, that by .this Þ- 


means ſhe ſhould know, who it was . 


that ſo obſtinately concealed this :} 


wicked Fa& ſo long, becauſe that : 
ſhe would: no ſooner have put her // 
fingers upon that Sacred Cup, than - 
that the Table would fall upon the 


floor, and diſcover by a ſecret Ver- '| 


tue from above, ſhe who ſhould: 


be Culpable. This was done about | 


Nine a Clock-at Night, andan the * 
dark : whereupon they all entredin- - 
to the Room, and toucht the Foot + 
of the Cup with their hands.” $cho- 

laftice was the only Perſori who - 
durſt not do' it, for -fear-of being- 


diſcovered, and . only toucht - the.;| 


Carpet. After which ſhe . retired : 
with the- reſt into another Room, -} 
which was alſo without Light, from + 

W | 


_ 
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| whence the 4#bbeſs made them,come 
+ to her one after the other, when all 
-4 the Ceremonies were over. Now 


© itis obſervable, that ſhe had blacked 


'F the foot of the Cup with Oyl and 


{ Soot, ſo as it was impoſſible to 
F touch it, without bearing away the 
4 marks of it. Thus having lighted 
| a Candle in the Room ſhe was 1n, 
FT fhe viewed the hands of all thoſe 
4 Nuxs, and found they hd all toucht 


the Cup, except Scholaſtica who 
had no black upon her fingers, like 
the reſt of Her: Society. This mate 
her judge, that it muſt be ſhe who 
had committed. the fault. This . 
poor innocent- Creature, ſeeing her 
ſelf thus trappan'd by this Trick and 
Artifice, had recourſe to tears and - 
excuſes, and came off for a couple of 
Diſciplines, which ſhe. received be- 
fore all the Company. Well ! this 
was only that- outſide of Religion, . 
which was impiouſly made w - of, 

which made her afraid ; and if-ſhe 


1 had -made the leaft"refleCtion upon 


the 
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' the mpoſhbility there was, of dif | 
covering her by ſo ridiculous an 
Artifice, ſhe would not have been | 


found out. 
Azn. That's right ; but the Abbeſs 


ought to have pardoned her, upon. 
the account of her Beauty and her / 


Youth. 

Ang. She might ſo, but ſhe did 
not ; nay, andl have heard ſay, that 
the firſt Diſcipline, which ſhe or- 
dered her, laſted for: above a quar- 
* terof an hour ; judge 'then- of the 
condition the poor Buttocks of that 
pretty Creature muſt needs be in. 

Aen. They were undoubtedly 
much like mine when I ſhewed 'em 


thee: If it lay in my Power I would 
that Curſed Counſel-'] 


per-.,|. 


condemn 
lour of the Abbeſs to. be a 
petual Gally Slave ; and if the ſame 
buſineſs had happened to me,I would 
have laid ſo many ſnares for that 


. Monk, by the means of ſome friends 


abroad; that I would have made 
him. repent. hus Stratagem. 


" is 
a a. » #14 «7 —_ 
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4.42. Doſt thou think, that if he 
T had -in the leaſt ſuſpected this 
{| puniſhment would have fallen 
{upon Scholafticas, he would have 
\Þ had a_ hand in it ? :No;, he + 
+ magin'd as well as the Abbe/s, that 
'F.it was ſome Old or fume Infirm 
| Creature that had been ſurprized, 
F and it is that that turnad the La- 
I. dy Abbeſſes Stomach, for having, as 
I ſhe fancied, waſh'd her ſelf in the 
filchy leavings of ſuch Perſons. 
Azn. For my. part I believe ſhe 
was more at eaſe, when ſhe knew 
-it was Scholaſtica, who bad been dab- 
bling. in the Bath; for. people are 
-not diſguſted with a young neat 
and; handſome Girl, as thou haſt 
'Þ repreſented her to me. The Penance 
the received. puts me in mind. of 
'|-that of Y:reini, and of the Chil- 
dren of the Fe/urtes four-ſquare-Cap. 
© Ang. Stay ; lie ſhew you two of 
em I have 1a my Box, one from 
Father Ravcourt, the other from 
Firginia; here read this firſt. 
| Aen, This. 


—— 
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Agn. This is almoſt like a wo-: 


mans hand, it is ſo ſcrawl'd and G6} 


: = 


careleſsly written. | 
Ah God! My Deay Child, now aq" 
I begin tobe tyred with this comment. 


of Letters j It does but the more Aup- 


ment my Flames, and not eaſe "em 
in the leait, It tells me- that Virgh 
nia has a kindneſs for me, but lets 


me know at the ſame time, that it s | 


k 6-4-1 for me to enjoy her. Alu! 
w 


at flirange motions does this mix-| 
tare of ſweetneſs and bitterneſs cauſe] 


in fach a heart as mine! JT had hewwd 
ſay, that Love ſometimes inſpires by. 
with wit who were unprovided of 


takes from me what it doth preſent. 
to others , ſeveral take notice of- thit 
change, but they are ignorant of the 
cauſe of it. I yeflerday Preached' at th: 
Convent of the Nuns, of the Viſitation, 
never wasI more animated, & inſpired; 
1 ought Conformably to my Subjett hat. 
entertain'd the Company with Morth- | 
fication: 


; 
but 1 find in my ſelf a quite contrary} © 
effet, and I may truly ſay, that t | © 


< > > * oa > tr ih 
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«feation and Penance; But my whole 
| Sermon and Diſcourſe was made up 
| of affedtions, and tenderneſſes, and 
| ſailleys and tranſports. It is you, 
' Virginia, who cauſes «ll this diſorder 1, 
4 mherefore take compaſſion of the confuſi- 


1 on 1am in,andendexuour betimes to find 


the means of brinzing me back to 'my 
right Senſes. 
Apg. Well Agnes, what  doſt 


| thou ſay of this Child got in haſt 


Agn.. I find it worthy of its Fa- 


;| ther, and capable all naked as it is 
| of. Dreſs and Ornament, not only 
MPs ? 
| \polleſſes, but even of exciting there 
| -new-motions. 


of keeping to it ſelf a heart that it 


Ang. | hou art in the right ; for 


40 ſome the moſt careleſs ſtile is al- 


ways the moſt perſwaſive; and of- 


-tentimes all the Eloquence of an 


Oratour cannot produce thoſe foft 


"Tranſports in a Breaft, as are on- 


ly the effe&s of a leſs lofty term, 


[- but more expreſſive. This is a Truth 


I can give Teſtimony of, fince 1 
have 


ſrro] 


her Lover. 


may -read it. 


or {ix Lines in all. 


from mine. 


qual torments. 


weakneſs does it cauſe in me ! 


have tryed it :ſcveral times in''my* 
ſelf. But let us ſee a little, if Yir- | 00! 
ginia expreſſes her ſelf ſo: well ag 88 


- Ags. Give me the Letter that I | 


Arg. There take it, tis rathera | dif 
Note than a Letter, for its but five | 


; 
Aer. Her: hand is little different an 


" Ah | how cunning are y0u- in your 
words, ad: you know to perfeition the ot] 
art of diſturbing the little Repoſe a poor | | " 

1 Innocent Creature who lov's ''you has: | th 

'' teſt? :can you with reaſon 4s ime, if 1 aft 

T think on you ? Alas, my Dear ,/\cot-* ble 

" fult but nith your own ſelf, and. be- | ſhe 
lieve 'that\ we cannot: both be animi- | 
ted with owe and the ſame Paſſion,” | W 
without undergotmg the like and e- | ih 


Aden be mindful of the breaking of 
our Chaines ; Love renders me Capd" | 
pable of any enterprize, Ah ! how mult 49 


GG 


Ang: | 
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-Hng. In; good earneſt, Doſt thou 
[not think» this Note more tender 


+| than the Letter? 


; Agn. Yes indeed.” We may fay 


| it is all Heart, and that two or 


T three Periods: expreſs as much the 


diſpoſition of the Soul of a Lover, 


\ Jas; would do two Pages of a' Ro- 


mance» But 1 do noet-ſte that-:it is 


. Jani anſ{wer-:to that we have :read 
| from Father Rauconrt. 


Ang. No, 'tis not, 'tis-to-an 


Tother which was not {ent me. 


Aen. | pitty the misfortunes: of 


4 thok two Lovers; eſpecially I bear 


Þ \ 


4anextream Compaſſion tothe trou- 


I bles of Yi7gini2, for undoubtedly 


| 


{ſhe ſpends her time at preſent in 
Geacdeal of anxiety and afMiCtion, 


and leads a very wretched. tedious 


Hh 
g, If ſhe had not kept wi Let-" 


L WE 2-6 Notes that had been ſent 


to. her, .ſhe 'would not have: been 


ounbappy;for then they would not 


7 lavediſcovered the Deſign ſhe w 
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of making her eſcape out of the 


Monaſtery. 


Agn. Then it is undoubtedly” 
that ſhe! means, when ſhe ayes. 
in Her Letter, Think of the rapture | 
of our Chains. 1 ſhould not have”. 
hit of the right ſence of theſe words: }] 
Alas ! poor Creature, how unhap- | 
py-had ſhe been, had ſhe commits! | 
ted that egregious miſtake : Alack# | 
_ aday, Alackaday ! What 1s not! 


Love capable of doing, when it 
meets. with oppoſition. 
Ang. As ſoon as the: ReCtor of 


the Fe/aites had learnt what paſled,: 
by the Letter he found in the Bot Þ 
net, he gave notice thereof to the Þ 5 
Abbeſs, who went immediately * 
with Her Afiſtance to ſearch Ys | 


ginia's Chamber, where {he! found 


in her Box an infinite Number of: }. 


Letters and other trifles, which dif 
covered to: her the truth of what 


ſhe could not havebelieved, if ſhe” 

had not ſeen it. As ſhe highly | £ 

loved Firginis, ſhe onely ſhewt | 
_ 


[113] 
in theſe proceedings, what ſhe could 


-Tngt well conceal, and moderated 
[the puniſhment which the Confti- 
{ tutions do preſcribe. 

| ,,42n. The Feſuite was more hap- 


. 


; 
[oy 
- [py {ince he .came off onely for 
| Changing his Province. 


' Ang. Phoogh! You're miſtaken, 


This ſtorm did not blow over {o eaſi- 
ly. as thou imagineſt, He is: at 


preſent out of Society. Thou muſt 
know that as in that Society all - 


is hing'd and eſtabliſhed upon 


Eſteem and Reputation, it is 1m- 


; | poſſible fora man of honour to re- 


'main 1 it, after he has loſt by ſome 


F accident, thoſe two things which ſo 


; 


PS" 


{ agreably flatter the Ambition of 


mankind. Father Ravcorrt ſeeing 
tumſelf thus fallen, by the misfor- 


| tune I told thee, from that degree 


of Glory, which he had acquired 
by: his Merits, and wherein he had 
alwayes maintained himſelf by his 


| Prudence, {ct little value upon the 
; Indulgence which his Sepegones 
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offered him, and thought onely of 


abandoning them ; which he dida 
winle agoe, and retired -into 
England. 

Agn.” What can 'a man do in 


a forreign Country, - who has no! 


other fortune than knowledge, nor 
other Eftate than Philoſophy. 


"Anz. What 'can he do? Why: 


he'can render himſelf 'more uſeful 
to the Common-Wealth, than all 
the Artthicers whocompoſle it : He 
may by his writings give vigour 
to Laws the moſt oppoſite to the 
Inclinatton of the people; he may 
carry the Glory of a Nation into 
places the moſt remote: In ſhort, 


there are very few Employments, 
but which Ie can worthily acquir” 


—_—_ of, and from which the State 

Jay draw confhderable Advanta- 
hy As what I ſay is not void of 
Reaſon, ſo neither is it wichout ex- 
ample; 'and I have learnt - from a 
. Dominitan, "that a Male-content of 


their Order was at the Court of- 


that 


- . 
RC» 4 ous 
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| | thato:Kingdom, - whather: 8axcours 
made. his (Retreat. z::2and that he 
made z- very. fine Figure there, in 
the- quality af a Reſident or ,Envoy 
of a[Getway Prime. 5 (11 
d4gn.2Wathour! doubt he: would 
have condulted; '/&rgiv6 a8to that 
Gountrey, fr: they, had brought a- 
bour-.their deſigns. | Alas !:;4here 
would: be, but: few reeluſed of [ei- 
thenrSex;- if thoſe who, ge:into Clay» 
#ers had but time giventhemmito- re- 
fle& upon the ' Adyantages-.. of 
Civil. . Liberty, and upon the 
jll Conſequences of a Fatal En- 
gagement-:- Mole! 57 flor 
422. Why :doſt;thou talk at,this 
rate? Cannot we enjoy as perie&t 
Pleaſures within the compaſs df our 
walls, as thoſe do who are abroad? 
The, Obtaeles that oppoſe them, do 
bit ſerve 40, giye;//em the -better 
tafte and r eliſh, whe n that after ha- 
ving cunningly and! dextrouſly ſur- 
mounted *em, we poſſeſs what.we 
have deſired. It would be both 


F maligns 


Te16J” 
aligns and wagrateful, toi genfary 
che :Divertizemems' both of. Mbaks 
and Nuns ;. for I fhould;ask thoſe 
people, -is it not true, that Conti | 
bouts: nth) be. les mc, 

aunts: who fe pleates. Wi 
and which: he only'-beſtows- upor 
thoſe 'whony he xhinks firting to 
Honour ! This being-ſuppoked, 'he 
wall: only require an accquat of that 
Preſent ''from [thoſe to: whotn »he 
veliggo(l! 09 vin oft aud bal way 
'» Ag; 'do >welF enough 'under- 
Rand the ſtrength of that reaſ0n, but 
one might ſay that the Vows by 
which we ſolemnly engage -/0ur | 
ſelves, do' retider us-reſpontible be- 
fors-him. 1 N62). 4 

Ang. And doft thou not perceive, 
that thoſe Vows which thou ma- 
Keſt in- the-bands of men, are ol-" 
1p 'Songs'? Canſt thbwiwith-reaton 
oblige thy TFf/'ro give-what Hou |. 
haſt not ? And\whatthou canſt not 
Have, unleſs it pleaſes him-to'whofn 
thou offereſt-ir, to grant-it thee? | 
Wee 4 Judge 
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our engagements; and if ro 'che-T1- 
pour” we ' are held accordmg t0 
"God, to the effe&t of onr promules; 
Hice' that 'they contain in em 
a'moral i bility, thow haft-no- 
thing to ay to deſtroy this - at- 
-  Agn. *Tis true, 1 have not, and 
this 15 what ought to ſet our minds 
ar reſt? ft. 23GLD 4 
- Ang, For my/part 1 may fay,-that 
mothing troubles me, I-ipend' my 
time in an Equallicy of mind, which 
renders me inſenſible to the Tor- 
*4mnents which weary and fatigue 0- 
thers. 1 ſee all, hear all, bur'few 
'things'are capable of moveing me; : 
and if my Repole were not trou- 
bled by ſome Corporal Indiſpoſit- 
on,-ithere is not-a Perſon could 
| —_ with more Tranquility than I 
do. | 

Agn. But in a Condu@ ſd oppo- 
fite to: that of other Cloiſters, - What 
do you rhifgk of the-diſpolition- of 
\o& F 2 their 


F118) 

them Souls,and'thoſe AQtions which 
are followed-as they. Preach; with 
1o many merits, donot they tempt 
by the hopes they propoſe ? : They 
might cell us, that :Libertinifm 4s 
often: ble to furniſh us with 


Reafaris for our owaTUuINe. For what 


is more Holy than the Meditation 


iof:Celeſtial- things, wherein they |] 


1mploy. themſelves ? What is. more 


Laudible and Praiſe - worthy than - 


that, great.:Plety-which they -put 
4: pradtice, and the faſtings 'and 
-auſterities + wherewith they mor- 
tifie themſelves, can they pals 


under®*- the :;/Notion - of Fruitlels * 


Works? 12.30 | | 

Ang. Ah} my poor Child, how 
weakare all theſe obligations. T hou 
muſt know,that there is a great deal 
of difference between Licencioul- 
nels & Liberty ; I often in my_aQt- 
ons: hold my ſelf upon the .rim 
. of the latter, but- now fall into the 
diſorder of the- former. If -I do 
not give bounds to my joy and $0 


| 


>. 


— 


& «a tw®@@c 
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my pleaſures, it is becauſe they 
are innocent, and that they never 
| wound by their exceſs the. things 
for which-I ought to have a. Ve- 
"neration. But give me' leave: to 
tell thee what I think of thoſe 
Melancholly Fooks, with whoſe man- 
' ners thou art charmed; doſt thou 
know that what thou calleſt Con- 
templation of things Divine, is on+ 
1 ly at the bottom. a ſordid Lazi- 
| nels incapable of all AQtion?? That 
the Motions of that. Heroick Piety 
whieh-thou- ſo muclr extolleft; do 
only proceed from» the diſorder of 


'F a crack'd Brain; and that to- find 


out the cauſe that makes then tear 
themſelves like diſtrated people, 
you muſt ſeek ir in the va- 
pours of a Black humour, or in 
the weakneſs. of their Pericra- 
mam ? | 
© Ag#. I take ſo much delight in 
hearing thy Reaſons,. that I propo- 
fed to thee all on: purpoſe as adif- 
ficulty which did not make me ſuf- 
E. 3. fer 


[r29]] 
@rcahe: leaſd Youibt; but Ehinr the 
Befl that calls us ! 

(4p... 1t is: 20) go-to 'the- Refec- 
tory, afer-Dinner- we will contie 
que-- our! Conterences. 


he Kei co the. Second Didngwes | 


it yh. 4 T1 

; I*xX13.1 2 

4. #8. ,.4 4 FL 
. 
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po. env | in the Chithar: A 
OR THE = 


7” a.m. Hes Soths... 
* Rt Dialogue wi 
Ser: Agnes,SilterAn kica 


— uy Ah how Grateful and” 
| Pleaſant is che. [Beauty of chis- 
Yo ; Day}-It:Reviyes, all ray; pl 
xits- -;L6t-4s both recire/in(9-{1 
Aley, that fo-we' may ger ridof = 
Company of: others. 
Angelic, We cannot finda. more 
ednyenient. place. ; in all the Gazden 
-Sor-bur Walks for the Trees which | 
environ us; give'us:as much ſhade 
| E. 4 =—_ - 
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as is neceſſary, to hinder our being 
expos'd to the heat of the Sun. 

-_ Hen. True; but itis to be feared 
that my Lady Abhe/5 will come to 
recreate her ſelf here, for this isthe 
place ſhe moſt commonly-chooſes 
to take the Air in after meals. 

Arg. Be not youlafgaid of her 


coming to: diſtunby us here,, ſhe is 
ndf{0N be Phra th 


kneweſt but the cauſe of her indiſ: 
politionghoy, woulopt} apa heartt- 
. Ag. Why ſhe was well.e 

yeterd or ens FeNfnofeh 

Ang Shee was ſo, the Diſaſter 
only befel-her this-night, and thiou 
muſt needs have flept very ſaun- 
"yz ifthou didft noti perceive that, 
By her"ſlirikes and! bawlings ot 
Jhe! frighted and alarum'd all the 
Dormitory. I intended to have made 
it 'part-'of our: Diverſion when 1 
'carne- utito thee: this morning ;-but 
infenſbly. our'- Converſation 'devia- 
ted- upon other ſubjes.' - i!) 


Agh. 1 


wm oO ir. 


| | 
;” 
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+ Agn. The truth: is, ;.1 hear -no-' 
thing: but what's publick. '/ +++ 

#' Ang. You know that one of my; 
' Fadyes Principal Pleaſures conſiſts 
ja-nouriſhing; all forts--of Apimals, 
and that ſhe does nor .conterit her 
{lf with enjoying.an. infinizenum- 
ber of. Birds, ſhe has-likewiſe ren» 


riſes and: Fiſh... As;ſhe- reakes--n0 
ſecret of this; foly,-.and thas;ſhe 
calls this Amuſement, 7he- tharms 
of a Solitary Life z. they 'all. endeer 
- your to Contribute to hex'Diyervize- 
- ment, by-making;bes preſeats-ſome- 


of another. The Abbot of St.-Yallery 
\having heard that-she had readred, 


Rand) even: Carps and Pikes, rame 
and familiar ;, he ſent her four days 
ago two live Mackerells,. two Ser 
Crabs, likewiſe living.., Aſter having 
Qaus'd*the wings of thoſe Demy- 
»Nucks to be cut, ſhe. put-themin- 
to 'the- Pond,..refolyed- to make : It 
"yg | 5 her 


| 


dered tame & Domeltick; even. Tor: 


'times of one, Creatuxe,: fometimes 


(as he had been given: to. under- - 


[ 


| Brad] OITY 


put thoſe 
ory called). Itis hardly to be ex-- 
eng: what-- pains ſhe took for- 


Lobſters; ({o are thoſe 4- 


preſervation, even to the:caſt- 


xicats..and food- 


eat and excuſable'in youth: 


Fiſt, forgorto do.it, which was the 


' Eduſe of-athhis diſorder. Youmuſt: 
Know: tharthe. laſt night having been . 


very. hot, one. of: theſe Zobſters, 


- Hinding himſelf incommaded/by the- 
heat it, felt, went out of the. 
Trough, and trail'd along the _ 
Eby | 


heri'whole bufineſs to look afterthe. 
IG rk => 
caus'd/ a T to t- 
mito'her- Chamber. which fhe had: 
filled. with,water, and: where ſhe 


; ) 
= < ca . wo 2A ann 


them! Sweet-meats and Sugar-. 
+ in fhott, ſhe would only, 
| od, ms \with-the moſt delicate. 


oe Thoſe fort of paſtimes. are. 
jar 


© "Ape.  Yeofterday- Evening; by ill 
tuck: te Siler Olinda, who had order to. 
change. the; water every day in- the. 
-Frovph- for: the refreſhment of the. 


8 
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. | ber, untill rhat!; ſeeing. it felf with- 


- out caſe,” it ſought-after the. ' wa- 
'ter it had left, as its moſt. Natural - 


1 Element. But as it was much more 


-cafſyforititodeſcend thanto;mounts 
At was conftrain'd to have recourſe;to 
the water of my Ladyes Chamber- 
Pot, where without examining 
whether 'it was freſh or falt -it po- 
Ned: it ſelf." Sometime after out .4&- | 
befs had :occafion to piſs, and- halt © | 
afleep, and withbut going out of : 
the Bed, ſhe took her Urinal; but 
alas! '{ſhe: had - like to have been 


| Frighted to death); this: Orab-Foſb 


finding it delf-watered:with fome- 
thing.too warm» d ſhower, lanched 


it ſeem'd to come,-and ſeiz'd-it fo 
"thard+with;one ob its» pPawsy' that- 
itakemy-7 word: 1t ;has- left marks 
there for above this week; 
Aer.” Ha, ha, ha,. This, this 1n- 
deed.is a pleaſant Adventure 
-» Ang. At: the i very. ſame. mo- 


ment ſhe gaye :a Skrich that. awa- 
A kened - 


= - 


forth towards theplace from whence : F 


Eres) _ 


kened all kerneighbours, flung the 


Looking-glaſs upon'the floor,ahd get- 
ng up in a- terrible fright, called 
le-to her help. In the mean 


-while'this | 4vimall, that had. never 


met with fo delicate and: 1ſo- reliſh- 
30g a-bit, let-not go its hold. The 
Mother 4/ifant, and Siſter: Corne- 
lia, were the ſooneſt up; © Corzelia 
had much adotoforbear laughing ac 


check'd her ſelf however. the beft 
{he was: able. But the Mother 4þ 


\her-Spe& acle3! torſee: what was the 
 - matter,-:and-peering too nigh, the 
'Crab caughr hold: of her noſe with 
theother Claw ; this added:to Cor- 
xelias's: Diverſion, who was. for- 
-ced to;cut off the »>Chws- of! hat 
' Sacrilegious Creature,” which-: nll 
then did'not abandowits prey.  'Fhe 
Mother 4/if-nt- withdrew to her 
own. Room; very: much: concerned 
- ab the. outrage done; ta her Reve- 
zend Noſt; and Sifter/Corvelia; who. 

92 IB, 


- Go: £5, 6 hee © he. my 


ow oa. 


the fight: of ſuch a ſcene, bur 


;ſetant:-being dim- ſighted, put” on.. - 


 —_— 


_——  — —— —_—_ 


n . 
——— 


I [] _ 
' s.iny Lady Abheſs's Confident, ſpent 
the reſt of the Night with. her: to 
| comfort her 1n this diſtreſs. | This 
| is the-cauſe of our Abbeſſes indiſpo- 
| ſition, which will: apparently hin- 
der her from ifterrupting OUF Con- 
ferences. 
- Agn. Al Lord! 1 ſhould not 
dare to appear if ſuch an accident 
| had liappened to- me, and. that. it 
was: come to- other-peoples: know- 


ledg. 

ruly a mighty buſineſs to 
be ne of, ſhe i adi be 
fzer-but wbat ſhe bad often. ſhown 
t0-others; ahd- the Knights of- the 
Qtrder: have: plac'd- their hands ſe- 
veral times where the Crab placed - 
his paw. 

!» Jew. But whichof alkher Kaights 
is heD greateſt Darling Gert. ict - OO 

p wARG. I :knbw : not well which 1 is, 
but this I know that'a Feſuite vir 
fisher often, and-that he has had 
Privacies with her, - that give. us 
to:underſiand hejs.one of the. Blew- 
bit, Ribbons 


--— l 


Dc 


[1287 
with him-in” a''very fervent! my 


munication ; & at another 'time that: 


$he-went out: with the fame-'Per- 
fon,. 1'found* inthe Parlour ſhe 


went - our''of, a Napkin 'wet:in / 
' certain places with a certain-vif- | 
eons Liquor ;: ſhe had-'let 'it fall neer. 

the window ; 1do not ſpeak- of this 
Rencounter, : T'only obſerved: thar: 


the loſs made her ſomewhat "unea- 


FOR What needed ſhee to fear, 


the Biſhop 6n:whom ſlw- depends, 


is wholly' ac her Diſcretion;in'the 


viſit he has made” of this Monafe- 


7y, he 'had ordered' nothing but 


what ſhe had before preſcribed to 


him- 


© Ang: Right, Shee is 1Miſtreſs of 
all,” and th&DireQouts and:;Confef- 
* fors/ are 6Hly receivediand changed 


by her Order.- 


-» 4g8. Ah! TI could wiſh with all: 


-my- heart, that our Common Con- 
Tefſor- whom:--we have at -preſent, 


did. | 


, 
| 


| NE | 


did: but diſpleaſe her, as "much. as. 


he: does. me ; what ſayeſt- thou. to. 


, Ang. The truth; is he is very au-- 


. Rere,-'and. is capable of. putting. 


thoſe to a- great deal-of trouble who- 


1 knew. not how to behave them- 


ſelves; but: to ſuch as you and-1, 
it ought ta be indifterent to us whe- 
ther 3t be he, or a lefs rigorous Per-- 


fon who' hears us. 


Agn. For my part, I:cannot con-. 
fels the leaſt tyny ſin; but that he 


falls into a Paſſion. . For a thought 


Þ acouſed:oy; felGrof,.he ordered. # 


- me terrible Mortifications and \Pe-- 
- nances, and will make-me faſt two # 
. days for. the leaſt- motion: of the - # 


Fleſh that I ſhall. confeſs to him. _ 


" Beſides; Iknow-notwhat moſt com-- 


monly to. Entertain-him with, for-- 
fear of telling-him- ſomething that» 
ſhould difpleaſe him. And: Ican-. 
not conceive what courſe thou ta--.. 


. "keſt, thou who keepeſt him fo .Þ 
. long ?- 
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': 498. And doſt thou believe me 


ſecret of my heart ; for from that, 
as" conceive him altogether rigid, 
I” only. tell him-ſuch things as there 
is.no-hold: to: be laid:o0n | he cannot 
conclude | from: all that- he ' hears 
from me, © but that I am» a Mai- 
den of Prayer' and. Contemplation, 
_who is: not acquainted:with -all the 
Motions of a Corrupted Nature, 
which 'makes ' him ' he dares not 
queſtion me upon chat matter ; the 
{Lvereſt Penance I have received, 
is Frve Pater: Nofters,: and. the. Li- 
- Fares: EH 


tim then, for only having broke 
filence,or drolPd-upon aPerfon of the 
- Community, (which | is. nothing) 
' he wilt Schooll- me for. a quarter 
 - of an hour | 
Ang. All theſe faults being de- 
figned'in particular, with their -Cir- 
\ « curſtances; of ſmall, become ſome- 
times more Conliderable ; and this 


- G lilly” as to declare to'him the 


» ii v5 AoA2D 5 


Aen. But what 'doſt: thou fay. to - 


iS. 
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t-renders thee. ſubjeQ tohis 
Reprehenſion. .. But .ſee the. courle. 
'T1-rake.: by. giving. Ear to. my laſt 
Confeſſion. +. After having + moſt 
humbly-begg'd bis Bleſſing, with 
my eyes wy my hauds lifted up, 
ho my Body. bending: 1 began un 


this manner. C 
s dvRehered; lb} Sin- 
WARE the: arch, ks Plat 
alk Creatures, lalmo #6, ever. fi tntg 


the ſane faults. in, ,- 
fe. myſelf of havi wo 
Sees be. oft s ix. a, Fan 


nat hogs on why 
| props Py. Brea 


Ofc wot: having. het [ufficient Kiel 

of. aud of having | gent 

- wich, Simeon. {rh Oce att- 
AF: to, 

v1. fc: having. Anelt too yg wpon the 


Qpperations of the underſtanding Jpend- 


| ing therein rhe moſt of my Prayers to 
the prejudice of my..will, which, re- 
© b , that. means 7 and bar- 


_ 
"Of having $ ahother' rime ſuffer. 
ed my ſelf to- be engao*d"ihs 
op, and expoſed thereby 10 tronble- 
* Diflviifidns, and to # Lan 
of Spirit; 'comtrary 'to rhe: mi 
perfection bf the n= or £001 


' Of -heving kept 700 wich (in ity, 


Foo much of what is belotipini to mie; 


F: i t, 117-08 
Of Witls, ana of vy\ fel. \ *\ 
Ja I, je rk nog 
Paſſions ax r .- 

F having rail 


men, and by the proneneſs of an "itt 
7 "-IFÞ "Nature, head of * making 


# Drvorce from all, for the gaining 


al. 


Of nat having been carefull tort © 


"71a 1 2-7 f oO _ 


aviy by the Tatdimations* of th# ON 


pareb10n 2 E 


C2337 


peration in: me of what - Was _—_ 


ea, ' 62c. 
Well Agnes, Thou mayeſt judge 
| of the whole piece by by his! SI 


ple: This is ot the third patt"6f 
my: Confeſſion; but the reft' ret- 
| me- no- more; Criminal than 
this bepginni 

ev. The ruth. i is, ' that: I ſhould 
he. very much puzzled; were 1\-to 
order Penances to Sins ſoingeniobſly 


| aid iopen'; and yet this-is-the 0n- 


iy way to deceive thei Curiolity of 
young Dir-Cours;' and” avoid the 
Reprimands of 'the Old;'' - 

The Latter are- commonly 
the-leaft traQtable ; for I have ſeen 


; | but few Faſts, finee F have been 


in- the Society,” but what have been 


pretty indulgent. * 
4gs. Thetruth-is, that they have 


-not all the ſame rigours, Witneſs 


him who Imprinted: Devotion {© 
"$eep+ in the Soul of two: of our Sil 


ters,” that they found - themſelves 
{ "very much "Inqtcottd Nine 
1 *Sfoaths. afterwards. 


Ang, 


1 


| 
4 
2. 
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- Ag. Good Lord! 'Tis well the 
had ng, 


to'conceal it as they did, and to hin- 


-broad. It came not {o much as to 
the knowledg -of the- Biſhop /him- 
ſelf, but when there could no lon- 
ger any proof be made thereof. 
It puts meiin mind. of an .{talian- 
Feſuite, who one' day. Confeſling 
a young. French' Gentleman,” who 
had learnt: the Language of the 
Country,” gave - an. Exclamation 
Without thinking of it,, whichmade 
known his, weakneſs. . The 'Pent- 
-tent accus'd himſelf of having ſpent 
the night! with a. young Lady-of 
.of one of the Principal Families of 


according to his defire;' The: Good 
* Fatherlooking very wiſhfully 8 at- 
| tentively on the Perſon who ſpoke to 


= www # 


much Wit and Cunning, | 
der- this: job from; being blab'd a- | 


;Ramez,and . of hayiing 1enjoyed: her | 


him,being ahandfome youth-& well 
- made, forget himſelf ſo: far as to.the . 
. Office heperformed, and imagining 
himſelf. to. be in-a free Converlar [ 

Wy tion, J: 


= =o ED mhe©QIs 


. ? 


tion, fo tra was He, 
wkd'the young Spark ; if 1he' was 


: 


inaking his :anfwer, that he - had 
found her'a perfe&; exquiſite Beau- 


BELL 
nſported 'was he; *-hE 


Beautifull, what Age ſhe' was of, 


{ and how many-times he had/done 


the job with her? The Frevch man 


ty, that ſhe 'was but Eighteen 


years'Old, and that he had done 
4tthree'times. Ah qual gufto She 


nior, Cryed he then pretty loud: 
that's 'to ſay, Ah rhe delight-and 
pleaſure of the enjoyment of ſuch 
a Creature ! '/ 

- Aer. This Sailly was not unplea- 
fant, and” very capable 'of Excit- 
ing the heat of a Penitent ' to the 


repentance of ſuch a fault. 


Ang. What wouldſt thou have, 
they are men as well as others: 
and I have: heardone of my friends 
:fay,: who was in thoſe fort of 'Em- 
-ploymeats, / that often-a Confeffor 
would not expoſe himſelf {o much 


1 by going to a Bawdy-Houſe, were 
1"t5not-for'what the devout whiſper 


a0this Ear. Agn, 
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1 For-nlg part; ſhonld funl 
mah 4 provided I wor 

verting, wasallowed | 
t6 make choice; of my rumen re 
1 hould-rake pleaſure in he 
 Ferh, and; my imagination 

be notably; tickled by the account | 
they ſhould give-me of their fol- 
lies. Which would not be with- 
Out a great deal of pleaſure on: my 
-Part. 
| - Ang: Alas my. Child ! KnoweR 
thou whar thou askeſt ? if a Devout 
Woman affords a little: pleaſure to 
a Confeſſor- by the ingenious - ac- 
<ount ſhe gives of her weakneſles, | 
there-are a thouſand who weary 
them by. their repetitions, who tire 
them out with their ſcruples ; and 
when they would with more caſe 
free. themſelves our of an Abby/s than 
from their doubts. Siſter Doſethes 
:has'for 'above three! years almoſt, 
folely taken -up the Common Di- 
reflour of the Houſe by her Quel- 


-tigns.”). It, was £0 no purpoſe: for 
Yy> : ham 


bt” IS 
. _ ;# 5 


6a Ga re os I” a RV &@ AA _ co 
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birhi(o-Teprefenr: $0 herscthat; thoſe 
curibus Niteties Wherewith ſheitor- 


| ing th! hen :fel6, - wete- not only 
_ | ufeleds; bur! 


ing ethad taken: cars enough. to 


oro 
$2 (0B > NE: C@Nta 0 
peer? with. her, and was. Con- 
ftrain'd to abandon her to her ſelf, 
and leave herin ber:enroyr,,. 
.- Agr. Methinks however that ſhe 
is avpreſent:more reaſonable ; ; and 
I remember that -once' we were ob- 
lidged tolye both together, while 
that our Dormitory was ſetting. up ; 
the; kept: me: in; diſcourſe, but in 
luc diſcourſe as was: {not only far 
fromany ſornple;but hkewife which 
I found at that time ſomewhat too 
free and libertine- Beſides a thou- 


{and wantonings:to; which. ſhe. ex- 


wited//mez2iby: the! Relation of. an 
Hundred Stories, the: moiſt Smurty 
and Lafſcivious imaginable. 

- Ang. 1 perceive thou | knoweft 

nor how: ſhe was freed out, of the 
| | errour 


ſ/486p 1 "ys her: Conte 
ſhare-in her. delivery ;- we 'may 

that it is Devotion it ſelf: that 
has'producedrhis change! andithat 
of 'a 'Maidenemreamly: Serupulous; 
it has 'made'a Religious altogether 
reaſonable. I am content'-to_ tell 


_ all 1 kfiow of: this matter, from 


her own mouth. TREVTS)E 7 
I: donor well conceive this 


For toy" thar: Devotion; cam mid 


a perſbn # her 'Scruples, is;taifay, 


he a blind man is capable; of free- 
ing! another-from a Precipice. |; 

An. Hear | me but;: and: thou 
wilt find/1 have urg'd:inothing/but 
what'is true. Siſter Doſithen as: you 
may-perceive - by: her eyes, 15. 04+ 
turally of the moſt :.teadereſt--a- 
morous: Complexion :unagiunables 
this poor: Creature at her entrance 
4nto-'Religion; fe'l -1nto the hands 
ofan old DireQorſuperlatively igno- 
rant, and ſo:much the -more an. E- 


Oy of: Nature, as thathis' Age 


AFC rendered 


' hadimo | 
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rendred him uncapable of all the plea- 
ſures it- propoſes. Thus finding that. 
the inclination of his Penitent was car- 
nally given, and that the failing, and 
© weakneſſes ſhe accuſed herſelf of every 
day,were acertain ſign of it ; He thought 
it was his duty to reform that Na- 
ture which he called Corrupted, and 
that it was allowed him to ere himſelf 
into a ſecond Rapairer- To bring this 
{ deſign about, he caſt into her mind all 
the Seeds of Scruples, of doubts, of tor- 
ments, and pains of Conſcience he could 
| bethink- himſelf of. He did it with ſo 
| much the more ſucceſs, as that he found 2 
diſpoſition in her to %em, and that the 
ingenuous Confeſſions he had often heard 
from this innocent Creature, made him 
know the extream tenderneſs ſhe had in 
what concerned her Salvation. 
Whereupon he gave her a deſcription 
of the way to Heaven in ſach courſe co- 
lours, that they would have been capa- 
ble of diſcouraging and diſguſting from 
| the perſuit of it, a Perſon leſs zealous, 
; 4 and leſs fervent than Siſter Doſithea. 
Ee only ſpoke to her of the Deſtruction 
of that Body, which oppoſed it ſ:1f to 
the enjoyment of the Spirit, and the hor- 
rible penances wherewith he loaded her 
4 & were 
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1e. ſaid, means abſolutely neceſſ;- 


hout which it was impoſlible for 
arrive at that Celeſtiall' Fernſa- 


hea not being capable. to defend 
£ againlt theſe arguments, {uffer*d 
if to be. led; away; blindly by. the 
eet Devotion, with:which'ſhe was 
ated : The plain practice of God's 
iandments,. was, no, longer thought 
r tobe of any great conſideration 
him, they; were: to be: accompa- 
/ich-worksof ſupererrogation;/ and 
ith all this Clutter; ſhe 'was ſtil 

»Mtinual fear of ;the paines of a- 
World, with -which ſhe was {0 

.reatned. - As it js impoſſible here 

2 deſtroy.inus what we call Con- 
ce,” ſhe was;neyer in peace with 
, It, was a perpetual War which 

zrudently made: upon - her. poor 
and the. fierce Conflicts ſhe 1n- 

apon it,were rarely followed. with 
rt Ceilation. 

. Alas! --poor Creature, I-pitty 
'd how-ſtxangely;\houtd; L'have 
ved with Compaſſion, had I cen 
hat errour, 

As her amourous diſpoſition cau- 
er her greateſt failings,, She 
negletted 
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negleCted nothing of all that could ex- 


i tinguiſh her moſt innocent flames, falt- 


ings, hair ſhifts, and all other rigorous 
ulage were put in practice, and the 
change of a more reaſonable DireCtour 
than her former, brought not the leaſt 
Diminution to her folly. She was four 
whole years in this condition, and would 
have'remained ſo in it {till, had not a fit 
of - Devotion forced her out of it. 
- Amongſt the Counſels ſhe had received 
from her ancient DireCtour,ſhe praCtiſed 
one with an unequalPd regularity ; which 
was, t9 haye recourſe ;to a Picture of 
St. Alexis,the Mirrour of Chaſtity,which 
was 1n her Oratory, and to proſtrate her 
ſelf there,, when ſhe ſaw her ſelf preſ- 
ſed” by temptations, or that, ſhe felt in 
her thoſe -movements which ſhe accuſed 
her ſelf ſo often of, Thus one day that 
ſhe' found her ſelf more moved than uſu- 
al, and that her nature attacked. her 
brisker than was cuſtomary, ſhe had re- 


courſe to. her Saint ; repreſented to him . ? 


with tears in her eyes, her face upon the 
 Toor, and her heart lifted. up towards 
' Heaven, the extreame danger the found 
her ſelf in; related to him with a wor- 
derful.. candour and ſimplicity, to how 
little pury ot ſhe had defended her ſelf, 

G 2 and 
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and uſed all her efforts to repreſs, the | | 


violent tranſports ſhe was ſeized with. 


She accompanyed her :prayers with ' 


Penance and Diſcipline,which ſhe inflicted 
inthe preſence of this welbelovedPilgrim. 
But as they tel] of him that he was not 
in the leaſt toucht with the Beauty of his 
Wife on the firft Night of his Wedding, 
but abandoned. her on the Contrary, the 
beautiful Body of this innocent Creature 
expoſed naked before him, made no im- 
prefſion npon his Spirit, and the laſhes ſhe 
{ſo briskly ſwinged her ſelf with d1d not 
move him in any wiſe to compaſſion. Af- 
ter having clawed her ſelf off in this man- 
ner,ſhe recommended herſelf anew to this 
gcod Roman, and withdrew as one victo- 
rious, to £0 pals, her 'time in Peace in 
leſs fatiguins exerciſes. 
"Apn. Good' God ! What a busſle and 
Aarry does Superſtition make 1n the ſoul 
when it has once gortpoſleſſion of. it"! 
Ano, Dofithea was hardly got out-of 
her Room, than that ſhe found her bo- 
dy all of a fire, antl her mind inclined 
to the purſuit of a pleaſure which ſhe was 
not yet acquainted with. An extraordi- 
nacy tickling animatel all” her ſences, 
" and her imagination filling it ſelf with a 
a thouſand lafcivious Ideas left this 
| Poor 


! 
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Poor Religious half vanquiſhed. In 
this pittious condition ſhe returned to 
her Interceſſour, redoubted her prayers, 
and - conjured him by all that Devotion 
can have molt ſenſible to grant her the 
gift of Continency ; her ſervency did not 
ſtop"there, ſhe took Inſtruments of pc- 
nance-in hand, and made uſe of *em for 
a quarter of an hour together, with the 
maddeſt and moſt indiſcreet zeale ima- 
ginable. 
Azgn,Well but this gave her ſome caſe, 
did it. not ? | 
Ang. Alas! Far from that, ſhe retired 
from her Oratory more and more tranſ- | 
ported with Love than before. The Bell 
rung to Yeſpers much ado had ſhe to 
aſſiſt at *em all the while. Sparkes of 
1 fire flew out at her eyes, and without 
' knowing what ſhe fuffered, I admired 
her inſtability, and at her being in ſo 
continual a motion. 
Agn. But from whence proceeded this? 
ng. This was occaſioned by the ex- 
tream heat ſhe felt over all her Body, and 
eſpecially in thoſe parts where ſhe had 
diſciplined her ſelf; for you mult know 
theſe ſorts of exerciſes were ſo far from 
extinguiſhing the flames wherewith ſhe 
was conſumed, that on the contrary they 
© 3 had 
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had more and more augmented them,and | 


had reduced that poor creature into ſuch 


a condition, as that ſhe was hardly any * 
longer able to bear with it. This 1s eaſy 


to conceive, foraſmuch as the laſhes ſhe 


had clawed her backſide with, had ex- 


Cited heat in all the Neighbourhood, had 
brought thither the pureſt and moſt ſub- 
tile ſpirits of the blood, which to find 
an Ifſue conformable' to their nature all 
of fire, did prick ſo notably the parts 
where they were aſſembled, . as if it. were 
to make a paſſage. | 
Agn. Did the conflict Jaſt Iong ? 
Ang. It, began and ended in a days 
for as ſoon as Veſpers were .over,  Doſe- 
#bea, as if. ſhe could not direQly haye 
addreſled her ſelf to God, went to pro- 
ſtrate her ſelf again before her Oratory, 
Prayed, Wept, Groaned, but all to ng 
parpoſe. She found her ſelf more preſſed 
than ever, and to inſult a-new this ob- 
ſtinate Nature, ſhe took her whip in 
hand, and lifting up her Peticoats and 
ſmock to her Navel, and tying them up 
with a girdle, ſhe outraged her buttocks 
with extraordinary violence, and that 
part which put her to ſo much pain be- 
ing all uncovered. T his raging wet, 
laſted for ſome time, her ſtrength af 
er 
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| her for that cruel exerciſe, nay | 


not enough left to untie her clothes. 


| expoſed her half naked, ſhe leane 


her head upon the Bed, - and n 
refleftion upon the Condition of « © 
kind which ſhe called Unhappy, 1: 
they were born with motions th: 


' condemned, tho? it was almoſt in 


ble to bridle them. She fell into 2 
of ''a trance,” but it was an amo. 
trance cauſed by the fury of the pal]! 
and which made that poor young C 
erjoy ſuch /a delight as raviſh'd he 
the yery Heavens: In.that moment \ 
ture/tmiting all irs forces, and Virgi 
whichtell then hall been a Captive, d 
yered-it If withont any help with an 
perudfity; inleaving there the Keeper 
tended upon the floor for an evid. 
token of her Defear. From 

» Ajn. OLord! Oh Lord! IwiſhTh 
ny T2 1 2 

| A Alas } What pleaſurecould t 
haye been to thee'? Thon wouldlſt h - 
ſfeen- that innocent Creatiore ſighing a1 
paiiting, which ſhe knew not the cauſe « 
Thou wouldeſt have ſeen her.,in ane: 
racy; her eyes half dying without Vir 
cy: or Vigour, yeilding to the Laws 
meer Nature, & loſe mangre alt her c: 
a G 4 th 
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that Treaſure, the keeping whereof 
had put ber to ſo much pain. | 
Agn, Well this is what I ſhould have 
taken delight in, to view her thus. all 
naked, and to obſerve curiouſly all the 
tranſports, that Love would haye canſed 
in her at the moment ſhe was overcome. 
Ang, As ſoon as Doſithea was recove- 
red fromithis Rapture, her mind which 


was before clouded and buried in thick. 


darkneſs, found. it ſelf unvailed at;the 
very inſtant of all its obſcurity : Her 
eyes were opened, and. reflecting upon 
what ſhe had done, and upon the little 
virtue of her Saint, whom ſhe ; had-fo 
- much invoked; ſhe knew ſhe had been in 
an errour, and thus raiſed, her ſelf by 
her own ſtrength through a ſurprizing 
Metamorphoſis, above all things which 
ſhe durſt not before look upon, and had 
nothing but a cont mpg for-what before 
ſhe had the creatilf eneration. | 5 

Agn. That - is to ſays that of Scrupu- 
Jous, ſhe became Indeyount, ;,and .Irreli- 
gious, and that ſhe made no more Offe- 
| rings to all the little Saints ſhe adored 

before. v 

Ang., Thou takeſt things in a wrong 
ſence; we may Tid our ſelves of Snper- 
ſtition without falling into Impicty j 

AE whic 
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which was what Doſithea did; ſhe had 
learnt by experience, that it was to the 
Soveraign Phyſitian, that recourſe 1s to 
be had to in one's weakneſſes and fail- 
ings, that temptations were. not 1n the 
power of the faithful, and that in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive Soul, there often aroſe 
involuntary thoughts and motions, which 
however could not occaſion any fault or 
imperfeftion. Thon ſeeſt how that I 
told thee nothing but what-,.4s true, 
when 1 urg?d that it was Devotion that 
freed 'her from her fcruples. © - 

Almoſt- the ſame thing happened td 
an Ttalia» Nun, Who after having pro- 
ſtrated her. ſelf very often before the 
figure of 'a Child newly born, which ſhe 
called her little .Je/us; ..and had .conjus 
red-it' ſeveral times"to grant her 'the 
ſame thing by tender” words which ſhe 
uttered 'with an extraordinary affeCti- 
on: "Dolce Signore Mio Gjeſu, fatte mi 12 
gratiz, ſeeing that all her prayers were - 
without 'effett, ſhe fancied thas the In- 
fancy of him ſhe invoked, was the cauſe 
thereof, and that ſhe ſhonld find better 
redreſsin addreſſing herſelf to the Image 
of+ the eternal Father, which repreſen- 
ted hima in a more advanced age. .$he 
went thereupon again-to her little'Lord, 
6/94 G 5 vw hom-: 
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whom ſhe upbraided with his little ver- 
tue, proteſting that ſhe would never a- 
muſe her ſelf with him, nor any little 
Child of his ſort; and left him in thar 
manner applying to him theſe words 
of © the Proverb. Chi Simpaccia con 
Fanciulli, con Fanciulli ſs ritrove, Do but 
refleft a little how far ſuperſtition does 
ſometimes go, & to what an extremity of 
folly ignorance does ſometimes lead 
us. | 
Agn. The truth is that theſe examples 
are a ſenſible proof of what you now 
ſay, and that the ſimplicity of this Nun 
is unparelled : The talias Women 
however doe not paſs for fools; they 
are faid to have an infinite: deabof Wit, 
and that few things are capable of puz- 
ling them, and eſcaping their under- 
Randing. | watt] 

. Ang. That is true» generally ſpeak- 
' Ing» but. there are ever ſome who are 
. not 16 ſharp, and ſo quick witted as the 

others. Belides, It 1s not alwaies a ſign 
of ſtupidity to have doubts.and ſcruples, 
for you, muſt know, my Dear Agnes, that 
(unleſs it be things of Religion) there is 
nothifig certain or ſure in this World, 
there is no ſide but may. be maintained, 
- we have commonly only falſe and FM 

e 


_ | 
faſed Notions of thoſe things, which w: 
think we know moſt perfeftly. Trutl. 
:is yet more unknown, and all the pain 

d artifices of -men, who apply them- 
ſelves to'the ſearch of it, have not yet 
been able to (reider it fenſible to us, 
tho they have often fancied they had 
found it out. 

Aen. But how muſt we'then manage 
our mind in ſo univerſal an 7gnorance? 

Ang. You mnft my Child, to prevent 
the being mift4Ken and abuſed, Conſi- 
der things from their Riſe, view them in 
their pure ' naturals, and afterwards 
judge” of them conformably'to what we 
_ fee thereof. You muſt above all ayoid 
ſuffering'your Reaſon' to be prepoſleſſed 
and 'prejudiced, neither myſt ye ſuffer 
& to'be befieged by the, ſentiments of 
others, which: commonly are only Opi- 
nions. -And you. muſt be cautious, how 
you ſuffer your felf to'be taken by the 
eyegand by the ears; that is to ſay, by 
\ & thouſand'exteriovr, things, which are 
often rhade nſe'of for the ſeducing our 
ſences, but ſtil pre ſerve our mind free 
and diſengaged, from the filly movings, 
and childiſh Maxinies, with which the 
Vulgar is infatuated,who like Brate ani- 
mals run after all t'at is »r-G&-7 
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%**m, - provided- it be. gilded with ſome 
fine appearance. | 

Agn. I underſtand all this well enough, 
and I fancy _ too that thy Argument 
might be puſhed on. much tarther,-. and 
comprehend therein many things which 


thou exempteſt from, it..-.I.; muſt own ' 


there is a preat deal of pleaſure in hea- 
ring thy diſcourſe, and. though thou 
were't not ſo young, and ſo lovely -as 
thou really art, thy Witt alone would 
render thee. amiable. Priddee buſs me 
ONCe. 

- Ang. With all my heart, My Dear 
Creature, I am overjoyed with pleaſin 
thee in any thing, and with having foun 
in thee ſo much diſpoſition. to receive 
the inſtructions... which thou wanteſt. 
When our minds. are cleared of thoſe 
| clouds of Darkneſs, and freed from all 
manner of diſquiet, there is not a mo- 
ment in our whole lives, but that 
affords us ſome pleafures, and which 
- may procure to us recreation from the 
\ very . torments and ſcruples of others. 

But let us .lay aſide all this morality, 
- wherein I have. inſenſibly engaged my 
elf. Kiſs me my little Mignion, I love 
thee more than my own life. 


Agn. 
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Agn.. Well; are you -fatisfied'?- thou 
little thinkeſt that People my ſee us here. 
_ Ang. And what reaſon” have we to 
fear ? Let / us go into that Arbour and 
there no body can ſee-us. But 7 am;not 
yet ſatisfied, .,thy kiſſes have nothing 
hat?s, commion,. give me one-after the 
Florentine way ? 

Azn, I believe thon art mad ? Does 
the World kiſs after the ſame manner ? - 
What. doft thon mean by killing after 
the Fiorentime way ? 

Ang. Come and lle teach it thee. 

.  Agn. Oh! Lord thou ſets me all of 
aFire! Ah what a Laſcivious way haſt 
thou with thee ! Prethee ſtand off; Ah 
how thou huggeſt me, thou devoureſt- 
me ! | 
Ang. 1. myſt pay.and reward my ſelf 
for the Leſſons that I give thee. Now this 
is theway that perſons uſe in kiſſing, 
who really Love one another, by A- 
mourouſly Lanching the tongue between 
the Lips. of. rhe Object one Adores ; for 
" my. part I find nothing-more ſweet, and 
more delicious, when we acquit.. our 
ſelves. of it in due manner, and I never 
practice it without being Raviſht into an 
\ Extaſy, and without feeling through all 
' myBody an extraordinary Titilation,and 
ar f-1 | a 
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a cettain-1'know not what, that T-can- 


not expreſs to thee, than by telling thee, 
that 'it is a ſecret Pleaſire which ſpreads 
it felf C— - all the moſt ſe- 
eret parts of my ſelf, which' penetrates 
irits the very bettom of -my Heart, and 
which T'have right to term, Ar Abridy- 
ment of Soveraign Voluptuouſneſs. Bur 
what not-a word ; what ſence doth it 
raiſe''in thee ? 
:-14zn. Did I not tell it thee fuffici- 
ently, when 7 let thee know 'that thou 
putteſt me all ina flame;but whence comes 
i that thou callelt theſe ſort of kiſſes a 
kiſs after the Florentine mode ? | 
Ang, The reaſon is, that amongſt all 
the Iralians; the Ladyes of Florence paſs 
for the moſt Amourons, and do pene- 
rally Pra&tife this kiſs after the man- 
ner thou haſt received it from me. They 


rake a ſingular delight therein; and fay 


they do it in imitation of the Dove, 
which1s an innocent Bird; and that they 
find therein/7 know not what that's Laf- 


civious and Poignant, which they doinot 
find ' and taſt in others. 7am amazed 
that the Abbot and the Menarcant did: 


not teach thee this during my retreat ? 


for they have travelled 7taly, and' in' 
al probability they have rendered them-* 
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ſelves knowing 1a all the: moſt : ſecret, 
Ctices of Love, which are peculiar to 
thoſe of the Country. _ 
Agn, Truly my mind was employed 
inſomething elſe, than theſe fimple tri- 
fles: when they\came to ſee-me, for me 
to, remember %em at preſent. 1 know 
very well, that there is-po fort of Gare 
ſes and Follies, but what their Amo- 
rous fury bethought it ſelf of 3 but in- 
deed. the Pleaſure 7 took therein- was fo 
Great, and; the Raviſhment thoſe Tras- 
ſports cauſed in me ſo. Exceſlive,, that 
1 had not fufficient freedom of Judge: 
ment left to; reflet thereon. X 
. Ang. The Truth is, that the ſweet 
moments,; wherein. we-enjoy- that vo- 
luptuoyuſneſs, doe ſo pales us, that we 
are- not capable of withdrawing. our 
ſelves by any application- of our memo» 
ry,nor to make an-Azgerda at that inſtant 
of all that paſles: within our ſelves. 
Yet {do not doubt, but the Abbor and the 
Mendicant have extended. their Galan= 


_ tryſofar; for belides thy having a-Di- 


vine mouth, they are perfectly infor- 
med of all the ſofteſt and molt Engage- 
ing arts and ways of thoſe; who. know 
Paſſionately how to Love. 

Agn, Alas / They know but toomuch 
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of thoſe matters, for perſons conſecra- 
_ ted to the Altars and deyoted to Con- 

tinency. 

'Anp,- This is pleaſant in you indeed, 
and thoſe -who know:thee. not wonld 
think: that thow ſpeakeft ſeriouſly. ' But 
ſhall 7 tell thee my thought ? 7 fancy 
that "they cannot know- too: much, but 
that they might practiſe leſs ? -For cer- 
tain- it -1$ 5 that having the direCtion of 
Souls,” they *'ought to- have a -perfect 
knowledg of Good as well as Evi, for 
the -making a+ juſt diſtinftiony--and for 
exhorting with -the more -Vehemence, {| 
to the Love 'and purſuit of the one, and | 
Preaching to us with the like zeal the a- 
voiding and ithe averſion of the other. 
But they do nothing leſs than this, and 
the 111: Books they draw ' their lights 
from, Corrupt their VVills as wel as 
Enlighten their Underſtandings ? 

gn, Ifancy thou miſtakeſt and a- 
bufeſt the terms, and that thou doſt not 
call to mind, that amengſt the-Learned 
. there is no Books that of: its- nature 
bears the Title of forbidden, and that 
the uſe: alone we make thereof, gives 
it the quality-of good, bad, or indiffe, 
rent. = 
Agn.. Good-- God ! ' Thy talking 

at 
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at this rate, makes me think thou. ra- 
veſt, and thoy muſt agree with me; there 
are certain Books all whoſe parts .are 
bad, and whoſe inſtructions are eſlenti- 
ally oppoſite to good Morality and. the- 
practice of Vertue. What canſt thou 
ſay. of the: School of Venus, and of that. 
Infamous ; Phylo/ophy, that has nothing 
but what's flat and inſipid, and all 
whoſe poor and ſilly Reaſonings can ons 
ly: per{wade low and vulgar Spirits, 
or only. touch thoſe who are lealt cor- 
rupted, or. who of themſelves ſuffer 
themſelves to be led away to all many 
..,Age.;I own, that that Book may be 
placed. in the; ranks of things. uſcleſs, 
nay of thoſe that are forbidden ;. I wiſh 
I could recover again the time that... 
moves in;reading_ it, and there was 
nothing in it that, pleas'd me, . nor but 
what 1. condemn'd. The . Abbot who 
ſhew'd it me, gave me another. which 
1s almoft. upon the ſame matter, but 


1]. which treats it and manages it with 


mich -more Wit and-Iggenuity. 

Ang, I know what Book thou mean- 
ell. it's. as bad (as to, manners,) as 
the former, and though the. purity. of 
its Stile, and its eaſy Eloquence- have 
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ſomething agreable, this does not hin- 
der it from being infinitely dangeron<, 
fince the Flame and the-briskneſs'which 
ſparkle there in many places, -do only 
ſerve to make people ſwallow with the 
better guſt the venom wherewith'it is | 
filled, and inſinuate it inſenſibly into the 
hearts of thoſe that are the: leaſt ſuſ- 
ceptible ; its Title is, The- Atattemy of 
Ladyes : Or the Seven SaryMeal Diatoghes 
of Aldiſia 74: have 'had it for above this - 
Week_in ty hands, and he from: whom 
1-received- it, *explainedto methe moſt 
difficult iſlives and gave me' a 'per- . 
feft dL—_ of '#11it has myſtes 
rious.; ially he interpreted tome 
thefe ond s, Which/are in he: Seventh - 
Dialogue, Amois,' vera Lux; and Wſco- | 
vered<to me the anagramatical ſence 
which 'they concealed, under the'ſimple 
appearance .of the inferip tion of a" Me- 
dal. T7 fancy it was A this Boo that, 
thon hadſt a tefif Weary 7 EH. 
Agn. Right; it was ſo. Lord, Lord, 
how ingenious it is in inventing new 
Pleaſures for a ſatiated ' and diſguſted 
mind! With" what Points and with 
what Spurs' does it revive” that Luſt 
that-is the moſt lulled alleep, the moſt 
languiſhing, nay and that which 1s no 
longer 
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longer able ! What extravagant Aj - 
tites! What ſtrange Objects! V\ 
unknown Meats does it Offer / B: 
perceive 7. am not. yet ſo knowing 
It as thou art. 
Ang. Alas! my poor Child, the kni 

leds thou aſpireſt to, cannot but - 
prejudicial to thee? The Pleaſures -'+ 
propoſe to our ſelyes, ought to be:bo: + 
« dedby the Zaws,by Nature, and by P. '/- 

- dence, and all the Maximes which tit 
Book 1s capable of inſtrufting thee w-! 1 
almoſt equally deviate from,thoſe th--'z 
things. Take my word,allExtremities«- 2 
dangerous; and there is a certain M1: - 
Way, mot we cannot yary from wits. 
OL Ling into. the Precipice-/ 4] 
& Love, that is not prohibited, Serhs/,- 
ter Pleaſure, aslong as it is Lawful-z bt: 
let us ſhun andavoid, what canonly 
ſpire Debauchery,..-and let us not ſuffi 
our ſ{elyes to be perſwaded by an Ek: 
quence. which only flatters us to our Ku: 
ine, and which only expreſſes it ſelfwd 
to hurry us the moreealily to miſchief. 


Azn. Goodly, Goodly, .VVith-:yoiir - 


fine Morals forſooth ! 1 find you know 
how to Gild the Pill when you pleaſe! 
Not but that 7 yeild to yourRegſons, and 
blame all thoſe things which thou con- 
| demnelf, 
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demnelt, but 7 cannot forbear langhing 
to ſee thee Preach Reformation with 10 
much heat, andthat 7 hear thee ſpeaking 
to the dumb, and tothe blind : ſuchas are 
our Siſters, who willreceive no rules, but 
ſuch as they propofe to themſelves. 

Ang. You are in the right ; and / own 
it. 15 time ill beſtowed, to labour the fup* 
preſſing of Vice, and the excelling of 
Virtue, in the Corruption of the Age 
we live it; the Diſeaſe is too great, end 
the Contagion too Uniyerfal to be reme- 
dyed by plain V-Vords, and to be cu- 
red-by a Potion and Preparation that 
can-only a(t upon the mind. This 1s not 
my deſign, in the leaſt, but 7 was on- 
ty very willing to let thee know, that 7 
do not approve of the Libertiniſme of 
thoſe Perſons, who never enjoy perfect 
Pleaſures, unlefs they go ſeek them - in 
the leſſons of a Corrupted imaginatio 
beyond® the moſt inviolable .bounds. © 
Nature, and eveninto the moſt diſſolute 
Licentiouſneſs of paſs'd Fables. ' 

1 am no enemy to Sports, and De- 
lights, 'nor am 7 wedded to that trouble- 
ſome Vertue- which our Age 1s not ca- 
pable of. 7 know 'the moſt Noble ſoul 
cannot © be- Miſtreſs of its paſſions, nor 
purged from other- humane infirmities 

| as 


— 
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as long as.it. is wedded: to our Body: 
Aygn..Ah / am pleas'd with this re- 

tura! and this .reaſonable indulgence 
may be perhaps allowed -of. For what 
hurt can there be found in pleaſure when 
itis well regulated ? Something of neceſ- 
ſity muſt be allowed to the temperament 
of the Body, and comply with the weak- 
neſs of our minds, ſince we receive them 
ſo as Nature gave us them, and that 
it lies not in our Power topick call and 
chuſe ?*em. We are not reſponſible for 
the freaks, fancies, propenlities and in- 
clyations which it give us; if they are 
faults, ?tis it that is culpable and ought 
to be blamed. And men cannot be up- 
braided with the vices that are born 
with them, or which only proceed from 
their Birth. 

Ang. Thou ſpeakeſt reaſon, thou Dar- 
ling of my - Heart, and / cannot expreſs 
to thee the. joy / feel, when that thy 
VVords make me ſee the Progreſs that 
thou haſt made by my inſtruftions. But 
let us no longer puzzle and weary our 
Brains, after the ſearch and ripping up 
of other Peoples Crimes, let us bear 
with what we cannot reform, let us not 
touch nor glance upon .Evils, that would 
undoubtedly diſcoyer the infufticiency-of 
our 
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, -* remedies. Let us live for our ſelves, 
, * without making our felyes ſick with 
. - ign infirmities, let us Eſtabliſh in our 
ts that Spiritual Peace and Tran- 
( -. y, Which is the Principle of the joy 
: . 1 1e Beginning of the happyneſs which 
v.,. '* 1ay reaſonably defire. 
- 7, For my part 'I am already in 
t- i )eaceable enjoyment of the repoſe, 
: f the quiet of Spirit, to which I 
1 , fay 1 conld only attain to by thy 
' Theſe are Obligations which 
4 never ſufficiently acknowledge ; 
1 - .1ew my Gratitude to that degree 
7 | lay in my power, ſince for all 
wy 
C 
[f 
[| 
f 


% K.* 


ns thou haſt taken to free me out 
* t Error/wasin, thou mult content 
fwitlf the Aﬀe&ion 7 have ſworn 
, and it muſt ſerve thee inſtead of 

. 0 'erreward; - 
4%, Alas! My dear Child, what 
c'. 4's thou offer me more to my Satis- 
f: ji. ? Tprefer thy Careſſes before all 
tl 1 1 :afures-in the 'VVorld ; one ſole 
K-45 «j5thine Charms me, and puts me 
w''{ 1F1pture. But ſee, yonder is ſome- 
By coming, let us part to hinder 
ally w -ic1on- they might have of our 
” + * *; and diſcourſe, Buſs me, my 


Yoves: 
Agn, 


—_— WW C__T___. 
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Agr. I will ſo, and it $hall be a ſuck- 
ing Kiſs, / mean after the mode of Flo- 
YENCE, / 

Arg. Ah thou Ravisheſt me with De- 
light! [13m ina Tranſport! Ah ?tis 
- too much for me to bear! Thou cauſeſt 
in me a Thouſand Pleaſures. 

Agn. Wel],this is ſufficient for the pre- 
ſent. Farewell Anzelica, *tis Siſter Cor- 
xelia, ſhe's a coming. 

Arg. I ſee her, *tis without doubt to 
bring me ſome meſſage from my Lady 
Abbeſs. Adieu Agnes, Adieu my Heart, 
my Souls-Delzght, my Love. 


—_—— 


—_— 
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THE END. 


